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Of  the  SCROTUM. 


H  E  Scrotum  is  the  externa],  or  common 
JL  covering*  of  both  tefticles,  as  well  as  the 
external  and  common  covering  of  the  coats,  or 
tunics  of  the  tefticles. 

The  Scrotum  is  compofed  of  the  Guticula; 

'  the  Cutis  ;  the  Membrana  Cellularis ;  and  the, 
Dartos  mufcle. 

■  .  .  *  *  * 

The  fituation  of  the  cuticle  is  on  the  external 

furface  of  the  Scrotum;  the  Cutis  lies  under  the 
cuticle.  Betwixt  the  cuticle  and  Cutis  is  fpread 
the  Rete  Mucofum.  Adjoining  the  internal  fur- 

I 

face  of  the  Cutis  is  placed  a  thin  covering  of  a 
loofe  and  hollow  texture,  void  of  fat.  This  co¬ 
vering  to  anatomiiis  is  known  by  the  name  of 
the  cellular  membrane  of  the  Scrotum. 

Next  to,  and  under  this  external  portion  of 
the  cellular  membrane  of  the  Scrotum,  is  placed 
a  thin  mulcular,  or  flefhy  body,  called  by  the 
Greeks  Dartos :  a  name  which  it  derives  from  its  , 

B  raw. 
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raw,  or  excoriated  appearance,  and  not  from  its 
ule  of  contrading  the  Scrotum. 

Immediately  under  the  expan  lion  of  the  Dar- 
tos,  a  fecond  cellular  membrane  is  difcoverable. 

from  this  account,  therefore,  it  appears  that 
the  Dartos,  or  thin  mufcular  covering  which  is 
employed  in  forming  a  part  of  the  Scrotum,  is 
placed  betwixt  two  cellular  membranes ;  and 
.from  diiTedion  it  is  demonftrable,  that  the  inter¬ 
nal  cellular  membrane  is  the  mod  confiderable. 
of  the  two. 

The  Membrana  Cellularis  Externa  Scroti  ad« 
mits  of  a  pafiage  to  the  flefhy  fibres  of  the  Dar¬ 
tos  mufclc ;  which  fibres  are  attached  to,  or  con¬ 
ned  with,  the  internal  furface  of  the  Cutis  * 
the  Dartos  like  wife  admits  of  a  pafiage  to  the 
filaments  of  the  internal  cellular  membrane  ^  fb 
that  the  two  cellular  membranes  are  obferved  to 
communicate. 

Upon  toe  external  furface  of  the  Scrotum  is  a 
prominent  line,  or  ridge,  termed  Raphe. 

The  diredion,  or  courfe  of  this  prominence  is 
perpendicular  or  longitudinal ;  and  it  is  continued 
from  the  Anus  to  the  extremity  of  the  Penis  on 
its  inferior  part. 

The 
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The  Raphe  divides  the  external  furface  of 
the  Scrotum,  pretty  nearly  into  two  equal  por¬ 
tions. 

The  Scrotum  forms  two  diftinCi  bags  5  one  for 
each  tefiicle,  and  its  immediate  tunics,  or 
coats.  Thefe  bags  are  formed  by  a  duplicature 
of  the  Dartos  mufcle  ;  and  they  are  fituated  on 
each  fide  of  the  Raphe  of  the  Scrotum. 

-  The  bags  being  thus  formed,  are  laterally  con¬ 
nected  to  each  other,  by  the  intervention  of  a 
cellular  membrane.  This  union,  or  connexion 
of  the  fides  of  the  Dartos  conftitutes  that  parti¬ 
tion,  which  by  anatomifts  is  denominated  Sep¬ 
tum  Scroti. 

The  Septum  Scroti,  on  its  inferior  part,  is  con¬ 
nected  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  Cutis  imme¬ 
diately  under  the  Raphe;  on  its  fuperior  part  this 
Septum  is  connected  to  the  inferior  and  external 
furface  of  the  Urethra ;  after  having  been  ex¬ 
panded  upwards  betwixt  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  of 
each  tefiicle. 

Upon  a  removal  of  the  feveral  parts  which 
unite  in  forming  the  Scrotum  ;  the  tunics,  or 
proper  coats  of  the  tefticlcs,  next  prefent  them- 
ielves  to  view. 
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Of  the  TUNICS,  or  COATS  of 
the  TESTICLES. 

In  number  thefe  tunics  are  three;  to  wit*  Cre~ 
mafter,  five  Sufpenforius  Teftis ;  Tunica  Vagina¬ 
lis  Teftis;  &  Tunica  Albuginea.  Cremafter,  and 
Tunica  Vaginalis  are  common  to  the  fper- 
matic  chord,  and  to  the  tefticle;  Tunica  Albu¬ 
ginea  is  proper  to  the  tefticle ;  this  tunic  imme¬ 
diately  in  veils,  and  adjoins  the  Teftis  ;  and  its 
appendage  termed  Epididymis. 

Cremafter,  five  Sufpenforius  Teftis,  fo  termed 
from  its  office  of  affifting  in  the  fufpenfion,  or 
elevation  of  the  tefticle,  is  a  partial  coat  only  of 
this  member.  It  is  compofed  of  a  thin  feries  of 
mufcular  fibres,  which  furround  the  fpermatic 
chord  ;  and  defcend  to  the  Tunica  Vaginalis 
Teftis;  upon  the  upper  and  external  parts  of 
which,  this  mufcular  expanfion  terminates,  and 
becomes  loft. 

Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis,  fo  called  from  its 
office,  is  a  thin  membranous  bag,  or  fheath ;  in 
its  natural  ftate  anfwering  nearly  in  fize  and 
fhape  to  the  Teftis  and  Epididymis.  It  is  a  conti¬ 
nuation 
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nuation  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  of  the  fperma- 
tic  chord. 

The  Tunica  Vaginalis  of  the  fpermatic  chord 
is  conftru&ed  of  two  diftinft  Laminae  of  a 
membranous  texture  ;  thefe  Laminae  are  fituated 
upon  one  another;  the  upper,  or  external 
Lamina  of  the  two,  is  extended  downwards ;  and 
as  it  advances  towards  the  tefticle,  and  Epi¬ 
didymis,  it  becomes  dilated  and  expanded,  form¬ 
ing  a  bag,  or  Iheatb,  for  the  reception  of  the 
Tunica  Albuginea,  the  tefticle  itfelf,  and  the  Epi- 
didymis. 

The  tefticle  and  Epididymis,  with  their  im¬ 
mediate  coats,  are  loofely  fufpended  in  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis,  except  on  the  pofterior  part ;  where 
the  Epididymis  is  connected  to  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis. 

The  internal  Lamina  of  the  Tunica  Vagina¬ 
lis  of  the  fpermatic  chord,  is  attached  to  the 
fpermatic  rope,  a  little  above  the  tefticle,  by  the 
interpofition  of  a  thin  and  fine  membrane,  with 
which  this  Lamina  is  lined;  and  by  this  means  a 
tranfverfe  feptum,  or  partition,  betwixt  the  parts 
above,  and  thole  below,  is  formed. 

The  Tunica  Vaginalis  is  a  continuation,  or 
procefs  of  the  Peritonaeum. 
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The  Tunica  Vaginalis  of  one  teflicle  has  no 
connexion  with  that  of  the  other;  all  fuch  con¬ 
nexion  being  prevented  by  the  Septum  Scroti* 
The  external  furface  of  this  tunic  is  rough  and 
unpolifhed  ;  the  internal  furface  of  it  is  fmooth, 
polifhed,  and  lubricated,  by  means  of  a  very  final  1 
quantity  of  extravafated  lymph ;  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  for  the  fame  purpofes  too,  as  the  in¬ 
ternal  furface  of  the  Pericardium  5  the  internal 
jurface  of  the  Pleura;  the  internal  furface  of  the 
Dura  Mater;  the  external  furface  of  the  Pia  Ma¬ 
ter,  and  the  mteinal  furface  of  the  Peritonaeum 
are. 

I  o  thefe  feveral  cavities  this  moirture  is  fur- 
11  idled  by  the  extremities  of  the  exhaling,  lym¬ 
phatic,  or  fecretory  veflels,  of  their  refpedtive  in¬ 
verting  membranes ;  and  this  fluid,  in  a  proportio¬ 
nal  quantity,  is  occafionally  returned  into  the  courfe 
of  tne  circulation,  by  fuch  refbediive  inhaling,  or 
abforbent  veflels,  as  correfpond  with  the  exhal¬ 
ing  ones;  and  which  by  nature  are  deftined  for 
this  purpofe. 

ioo  grea^  a  relaxation,  a  f tiddeii  rupture,  or  a 
Him  ulus,  ariiing  from  inflammation  and  pain  to  a 
great  degiee,  arresting  the  lymphatic,  or  exhal¬ 
ing  veflels,  will  occalion  a  drop fy  of  thefe  parts ; 
and  probably  tnis  may  be  the  cafe  too,  if  the  ab- 
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forbent,  or  returning  vefiels,  fhould  by  any  means 
be  rendered  incapable  of  performing  their  ufual 
and  natural  fun  dr  ions ;  the  flownefs,  or  quick- 
nefs,  in  the  progrefs  of  thefe  maladies,  probably 
depend  much  upon  the  greater,  or  lefs,  degree  of 
infirmity  of  thefe  particular  parts ;  as  well  as 
upon  the  generally  relaxed  habit  of  body  that 
preceeded  the  difeafe,  or  that  accompanies  it. 

In  fome,  thefe  difeafes  admit  only  of  a  pallia¬ 
tive,  or  temporary  relief ;  whilft  in  others,  they 
are  found  to  admit  of  a  radical,  or  effedtual  cure. 

This  fpecies  of  difeafe,  when  it  attacks  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  Abdomen,  is  well  enough  known  by 
the  term  Afcites ;  when  it  attacks  one,  or  both 
cavities  of  the  Thorax,  it  is  termed  Hydrops 
Fedtoris,  or  Hydrops  Thoracis;  when  it  attacks  the 
cavity  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis,  it  is  termed  Hydro¬ 
cele,  or  Hernia  Aquofa ;  when  it  attacks  the  ca¬ 
vity  and  contents  of  the  Cranium,  it  is  termed 
Hydrocephalus ;  and  when  it  attacks  the  Mem- 
brana  Cellularis  (which  loofe  membrane  is  by 
anatomifts  fufficiently  known  to  exifl:  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  body),  it  is  then,  from  its  fitua- 
tion  and  extent,  termed  Anafarca ;  or  from  the 
pallid  colour  which  this  difeafe  gives  to  the  body, 
limbs,  and  face,  it  is  termed  Leucophlegmatia. 

B  4  Tunica 
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Tunica  Albuginea,  fo  named  from  its  com¬ 
plexion,  is  a  compact,  firm,  white,  ftrong,  and 
fmoothly  poliflhed  membrane,  having  a  tendinous 
appearance.  It  very  clofely  adheres  to,  embraces, 
and  immediately  contains  the  body  of  the  Teftis, 
and  Epididymis  :  it  likewife  loofely  connedls  the 
middle  part  of  the  Epididymis  with  the  body  of 
the  tefhcle,  by  means  of  a  thin  and  fine  mem¬ 
brane  formed  by  a  duplicature  of  the  Tunica  Al- 
buginea,  making  a  kind  of  ligament  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  Belides  the  ufes  already  affigned  to  the 
Tunica  Albuginea,  it  ferves  to  confine  the  growth 
of  the  Teftis  and  Epididymis  within  certain  li¬ 
mits ;  and,  by  clofely  embracing  thefe  parts,  it 
gives  them  a  due  degree  of  firmnefs,  and  enables 
them  to  perform  their  proper  fundlions. 

N.  B.  If  by  accident,  or  in  confequence  of  an 
incautious  and  injudicious  operation,  the  Tunica 
Albuginea  becomes  ,wopnded  through,  the  natural 
bandageof  the  vafcularand  foft  fubftanceof  the  body 
oi  the  tefticle  beinginpart  by  this  means  deftroyed, 
the  contents  gradually  fprput  forth ;  they  form  a 
loft  irregular  tumor  ;  and  the  lips  of  the  wounded 
Tunic  receding  from  each  other  are  thereby  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  being  healed.  Two  fuch  in- 
fiances  I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing, 
and  attending  to ;  in  both  cafes  it  was  found  ex- 

pedient 
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pedient  to  remove  the  tefticles;  both  which  ope-? 
rations  were  fuccefstully  performed. 

I  ;  •  :  ' 

Of  the  TESTIS.  .  ' 

From  its  office,  the  tefticle  is  defined  a  glam* 
dnlar  body  ;  from  its  competition,  it  is  denomi¬ 
nated  a  fpermatic  and  vafcular  body. 

Each  tefticle  is  made  up  of  the  fpermatic  ar¬ 
tery,  the  fpermatic  vein,  the  nutrient  veftel,  the 
excretory  vefiels,  or  Tubuli  Seminiferi.  Thefe 
Tubuli  terminate  in  the  Epididymis  :  the  tefti¬ 
cle  likewife  confifts  of  a  very  great,  but  uncer¬ 
tain  number  of  Lymphatic,  or  abforbent  vefiels ; 
and  of  fome  branches  of  nerves  belonging  to,  or 
derived  from,  the  Pelvis  of  the  Abdomen,  and  the 
loins. 

In  the  body  of  the  tefticle  is  difcoverable  a 
firm,  whitifh,  compadl  fubftance,  termed  by  ana¬ 
tomies  the  Nucleus,  or  axis  of  the  tefticle. 

This  Nucleus,  or  axis,  confifts  of  the  Tubuli 
Seminiferi  of  the  tefticle,  and  thofe  intermediate 
membranes,  by  means  of  which  thefe  Tubuli 
are  connected. 

The  Tubuli  Seminiferi,  or  excretory  dudts,  of 
the  tefticle  terminate  in  the  Epididymis,  the  Epi¬ 
didymis 
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didymis  terminates  in  the  Vas  Deferens;  and  the 
Vas  deferens  obliquely  terminates  in  its  refpective 
Veficula  Seminalis,  difcharging  its  ftream  of  Se¬ 
men  into  the  ceils,  of  which  this  receptacle  is 
compofed. 

The  Epididymes  are  two  vafcular  bodies,  as 
the  tefticles  are ;  but  the  veffels  of  the  Epididy¬ 
mes  are  obferved  to  be  more  confpicuous  than 
thofe  of  the  tefticle  :  The  Epididymes,  in  their 
fhape,  and  form,  are  oblong ;  approaching  to  that 
of  a  cylinder  :  they  are  fttuated  upon  the  fuperior 
parts  of  the  tefticles. 

To  enable  us  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  this 
name,  which,  is  fo  univerfally  bellowed  on  the 
appendix  of  each  tefticle;  it  muft  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  by  the  ancients  the  tefticles  were 
termed  Didymi ;  and  from  fituation,  thefe  ap¬ 
pendages  were  denominated  Epididymes. 

The  Epididymis,  then  is  a  part  of  the  tefticle, 
taking  its  origin  within  the  body,  or  fubftance  of 
the  tefticle,  by  many  diftind  Tubuli,  or  excre¬ 
tory  ducts;  whiqh  Tubuli  terminate  in  the  Epi¬ 
didymis,  and  at  length  form  an  excretory  dud 
called  Yas  Deferens. 

One  extremity  of  the  Epididymis  is  infepara- 
bly  connected  to  the  Teftis,  of  which  it  is  a  part ; 
the  other  extremity  of  the  Epididymis  is  as  firmly 
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connected  to  the  Vas  Deferens  :  the  body  of  the 
Epididymis  is  loofely  adherent  to  the  body  of 
the  Teftis :  in  fhort,  the  body  of  the  Teftis, 
the  Nucleus,  or  axis  of  the  Teftis,  the  Tubuli 
of  the  Teftis,  the  Epididymis,  and  the  Vas  De¬ 
ferens,  are  continuations,  or  parts  of  each  other ; 
though  they  feem  to  be  of  different  textures ;  and 
by  anatomifts  have  their  different  names  and  re- 
fpective  offices  affigned  to  them* 

The  ufe  of  the  Teftis,  is  to  fecrete  the  feed 
from  a  ftream  of  pure  blood  that  is  conveyed  to 
it  for  that  purpofe,  by  means  of  the  fpermatic 
artery ;  which  artery  is  difcovered  generally  to 
take  its  origin  from  the  Aorta  Defcendens  Inferior, 
a  little  below  the  Emulgent,  and  betwixt  the  two 
Mefenteric  arteries ;  whilft  the  refluent  blood  is 
conveyed  back,  or  returned  from  the  tefticle,  into 
the  courfe  of  the  circulation,  by  means  of  the 
correfponding  fpermatic  vein  ;  though  in  a  diffe¬ 
rent  ftate  from  what  it  was  when  carried  to  the 
Teftis:  the  right  Spermatic  vein  generally  difcharg- 
ing  its  contents  into  the  Vena  Cava  Delcendens; 
whilft  the  left  almoft  always  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  left  emulgent  vein;  by  means  of  which  it 
efcapes  any  inconvenience  that  might  happen  from 
paffing  over  the  Aorta. 
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The  Semen,  when  feparated,  is  received  or  ab- 
forbed  by  the  Tubuli  Seminiferi  of  the  tefticle ; 
and  through  thefe  Tubuli  the  Semen  is  conveyed, 
in  a  thin  and  liquid  ftate,  to  the  Epididymis; 
from*  the  Epididymis  the  Semen  is  forwarded  by 
the  Vas  Deferens  ;  through  the  extremity  of 
which  it  is  obliquely  difcharged  into  the  cells  of 
the  Veiicula  Seminalis,  where  it  gradually  ac¬ 
quires  a  vifcid  coniiftence. 

The  ufe  of  the  Lymphatics  is  to  abforb  the 
thinner  parts  of  the  blood,  called  Lymph;  and 
to  return  the  Lymph,  thus  abforbed,  into  the 
mafs  of  venal  blood. 

'  r  — .  ’  * 

The  life  of  the  nerves  is  to  beftow  a  due  de¬ 
gree  of  fenfibility  and  irritability  to  the  Teftis 
and  the  Tunica  Albuginea. 

The  ufe  of  the  nutrient  veffel  is  to  give 
pourifhment  to  the  Teftis  and  Epididymis. 

The  anatomy  of  the  Scrotum,  of  the  Tunics 
of  the  Tefticle,  of  theTefticle  itfelf,  of  the  Epi¬ 
didymis,  and  of  the  Vas  Deferens,  being,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  minutely  enough  delcribed  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  Surgeon,  I  proceed  to  ipeak  of  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  luch  important  difeafes, 
as  thefe  parts  to  me  have  appeared  to  be  moil 
liable  to ;  and  which  require  the  aid  of  furgery, 
phytic,  a  proper  regimen  in  diet,  and  temporary 

reft 
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reft  from,  exercife  and  labour,  for  their  relief  and 
cure. 

,  *  •  *  i 

Of  the  DISEASES  of  t[h  e 

s  C  R  o  T  U  M,  &c. 

I* 

The  principal  difeafes  to  which  the  Scrotum, 
the  Tunics  of  the  Tefticles,  the  Tefticles  them- 
felves,  and  the  Epididymes,  are  iubjeded,  are, 
inflammation,  fuppuration  or  abfcefs,  dtoplv, 
mortification,  fiftulous  ulcers,  caliohties,  induc¬ 
tions,  and  that  worfe  degree  of  induration  termed 
fchirrhus,  which  is  fometirnes  difpofed  to  become 
cancerous. 

As  thefe  difeafes  are  very  differently  circum- 
ftanced,  different  modes  of  treatment  are  found 
proper,  as  well  as  neceflarv,  for  their  iehef  and 

cure. 

If  the  affedion  arifes  from  a  confiderable  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  Scrotum  and  its  contents;  aud 
this  inflammation  does  not  take  place  at  the  crifis 
or  termination  of  a  dangerous  fever,  whether  the 
fever  has  been  of  a  longer  or  fhorter  duration, 
nor  the  inflammation  appears  to  be  of  that  dufky 
or  livid  completion  which  indicates,  or  at  leaft 

threatens,  a  tendency  to  gangrene ;  fuch  method 

of 
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of  treatment  muft  be  purfued  as  may  mod:  pro¬ 
bably  tend  to  its  ipeedy  removal  by  difcuffion  ; 
fuch  as  copious  and  occafionally  repeated  evacua¬ 
tions,  by  bleeding  at  the  arm;  by  purges,  clyf- 
ters,  or  emetics ;  by  adhering  to  an  abftemious 
liquid  diet ;  by  medicines  of  the  cooling  kind, 
or  fuch  as  may  tend  to  promote  a  moderate  and 
continued  perfpiration  from  the  whole  body;  by 
a  free  ufe  of  acidulated  and  diluting  liquors  ;  and 
by  anodynes,  occafionally  adminiftered,  for  the 
relief  of  pain,  and  the  obtaining  of  placidnefs 
and  reft.  This  treatment,  when  farther  aflifted 
by  local  fomentations  every  day,  once  or  twice 
made  ufe  of  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  or 
thereabouts,  at  each  time  of  applying  them; 
joined  with  embrocations  of  the  loft,  cooling, 
anodyne,  and  moderately  repellent  kind;  toge¬ 
ther  with  cataplafms,  compofed  of  fuch  ingre¬ 
dients  as  experience  teaches  us  have  the  like  ten¬ 
dency,  when  continually  kept  upon  the  painful 
and  enlarged  parts;  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  thofe 
made  of  equal  parts  of  oil  and  vinegar,  mixed 
with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  oatmeal,  or  linfeed 
meal;  or  cataplafms  of  ftrong-beer  grounds  and 
oatmeal,  to  which  may  very  properly  be  added 
a  fmall  quantity  of  oil,  hogs-lard,  ointment  of 
elder,  or  butter;  or  indeed  any  other  cataplafm, 

if 
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if  more  eafily  obtained,  that  fhall  have  the  like 
tendency  to  difcuffion.  By  thefe  methods  an  in¬ 
flammatory  tumor  of  the  Scrotum,  and  of  the 
coats  of  the  Tefticle,  as  well  as  of  the  Tefticle 
itfelf,  may  almoft  always  be,  fooner  or  later,  re¬ 
moved  ;  at  the  fame  time  remembering  the  ne- 
cefiity  there  generally  is  of  keeping  your  pa¬ 
tient  in  bed  ;  or  in  keeping  him  ftill  and  quiet 
upon  a  couch,  with  his  legs  and  thighs  fup- 
ported  ;  and  even  at  prefent,  and  in  future,  to 
fufpend  the  parts  in  a  bag-trufs ;  and  to  continue 
this  fufpeniion  for  a  longer  or  Ihorter  time,  as 
occafion  fhall  be  found  to  require :  for  in  diffe¬ 
rent  habits  of  body,  as  well  as  in  different  de¬ 
grees  of  this  and  other  difeafes,  a  greater  or  lefs 
fpace  of  time  will  be  required  for  effedting  our 
intentions,  dependant  upon  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftances,  which  feldom  can  be  forefeen. 

Inflammations  and  tumors  of  thefe  parts, 
arifing  from  venereal  caufes,  are  attended  in  many 
inftances  with  very  acute  pain,  and  a  fympto- 
matic  fever ;  becaufe  the  inflammation  and  tu¬ 
mor  originate  in  the  Tunica  Albuginea  and  Tef¬ 
ticle  itfelf:  and,  in  general,  fuch  attacks  are  ob- 
ferved  to  be  very  fudden,  and  quick  in  their  pro- 
grefs,  accompanied  by  a  confiderable  enlarge- 
ment,  tenfion,  and  induration  of  the  Tertis  it* 

felf. 
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felf,  the  Epididymis,  and  the  Tunica  Albugi¬ 
nea,  which,  upon  examination,  during  this  ftate* 
in  feme  inftances,  appear  as  one  uniform,  fmooth^ 
fhining,  &n'd  diftended  body,  with  an  inflamed  or 
red  Ikin ;  and  the  infectious  and  venereal  dif- 
charge,  which  preceded  the  tumor*  is  found,  ei¬ 
ther  in  a  great  meafure  or  totally,  to  difappear. 

Sometimes,  but  not  always,  the  difeharge  from 
the  Urethra  returns  in  a  much  (lighter  or  milder 
degree  than  it  firft  appeared  to  be;  and  this,  not 
till  the  inflammation  or  tumor  are  in  part  re¬ 
moved,  or  till  they  almoft  wholly  difappear.  In 
thefe  affeCtioiis  of  the  Tefticle  and  its  coverings,* 
arifing  from  venereal  or  other  caufes,  a  degree  of 
enlargement  and  induration  of  the  body  of  the 
Teftis  and  the  Epididymis  frequently  remain; 
but  more  frequently  of  the  Epididymis  alone, 
even  after  the  inflammation  and  pain  have  quite 
fuhfided  :  for  the  removal  of  which,  are  found 
neceffary  the  applications  of  mercurial  ointments, 
or  mercurial  ointments  mixed ,  with  a  proper 
quantity  of  camphor,  ufed  by  rubbing  the  parts 
once  or  twice  a  day  for  feme  minutes,  before 
the  fire,  in  the  proportion  of  half  a  drachma,  or 
one  fcruple,  of  the  Unguentum  Cceruleum  For¬ 
tius  at  each  time  of  uling  it ;  or,  what  may  an- 
fvyer  the  purpofe  ftill  better,  the  local  applica* 
o  tion 
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tion  of  ail  adhefive  plaifter,  combined  of  foap, 
mercury,  and  warm  gums,  fpread  upon  thin  foft 
leathei,  or  rag;  which,  to  thofe  whom  fecrecy 
and  employment  render  it  necefiary,  is,  i  think, 
the  moii  eligible  as  well  as  the  moft  efficacious 
method  of  the  two  for  difcuffing  the  tumor.' 
Thefe  methods,  when  properly  purfued,  I  have 
feldom  known  to  fail  of  fuccefs:  however,  fhould 
they  not  be  found  capable  of  efFe&ing  every 
wifhed-for  end;  emetics,  occafionally  repeated, 
will  be  found  very  conducive  to  this  purpofe. 

If  an  inflammation  and  tumor  of  thefe  or 
any  other  parts  of  the  body  fhould  arife,  at  the 
termination  of  a  long  and  dangerous  fever,  the 
tumor  muff  be  confidered  as  critical ;  and  thofe 
methods  mu  ft  be  purfued,  which,  from  expe¬ 
rience,  we  find  are  mod  likely  to  promote  the 
formation  of  matter,  by  increafing  the  fwelling; 
fuch  as  the  Gataplafma  Maturans  of  the  London 
Difpenfatory ;  or  a  cataplafm  of  bread  and  milk, 
mixed  with  a  fmaii  proportion  of  yellow  Bafili- 
con  diflolved  in  it,  and  applied  warm  to  the  part 
afiedled.  All  cataplafms,  that  are  propofed  as 
encouragers  of  fuppuration,  fhould  be  applied  as 
warm  as  can  agreeably  be  admitted  of:  all  cata¬ 
plafms  that  are  recommended  as  difcutients,  may, 
with  propriety,  be  applied  cold.  The  patient 

C  mu  ft 


mu  ft  now  be  fupported  by  a  generous  diet ;  and 
thole  medicines  of  the  cordial  kind  fhauld  be 
adminiftered  at  proper  intervals,  which  expe¬ 
rience  teaches  are  mofi  likely  to  conduce  to  this 
end.  Such  as  the  Cortex  Peruvianus  in  fub- 
ftance,  extradl,  decoction,  or  infufion  ;  the  Pul- 
vis  Serpent.  Virgin,  and  Pul  vis  Radicis  Contra- 
yervee,  in  deceptions,  either  given  alone,  or  joined 
with  the  Confedt.  Cardiaca  ;  occafionally  adding 
opiates  to  thefe  medicines,  provided  great  pain 
and  reftleffnefs,  or  a  difpofition  to  a  Diarrhoea, 
fhould  accompany  the  progrefs  of  the  tumor :  on 
the  contrary,  if  coftivenefs  of  body  fhould  hap¬ 
pen,  occasional  clyfters  ought  to  be  adminiftered, 
or  a  fmall  quantity  of  Pulvis  Rhei,  or  of  the 
Sal  Rupilienfis,  or  of  the  Tartarus  Solubilis,  or  of 
feme  other  gentle  purgative,  muft  he  added  to 
each  dole  of  the  cordial  medicine,  and  repeated 
till  thi  s  inconvenience  be  removed. 

When  the  Abfcefs  arrives  at  a  fufficient  degree 
of  maturity  (but  not  before),  which,  in  general, 
may  be  difcovered  by  forne  or  all  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  fymptoms :  to  wit,  the  ftze  and  prominence 
of  the  fwelling;  the  foftnefs  of  the  integuments; 
their  {hilling  red  completion  ;  the  peeling  off  of 
the  cuticle  from  the  cutis ;  the  mitigation  of 
pain  in  the  part  itfelf ;  an  oedematous  appearance 

of 
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of  the  integuments,  upon  being  preffed* 
but  above  all,  the  fiudtuation  of  matter  under 
e  fl ii^e rs ,  which,  by  the  Ikilful  furgeon,  is 
mold  to  be  depended  upon!  then  let  the  tumor 
be  boldly  and  properly  opened,  by  incifion,  on 
its  moft  fluftuating  and  depending  part.  If  the 
tumor  be  large,  and  the  integuments  be  thin 
*.xiid  raacn  dncoloured,  remove  an  oval  piece  of 
them,  by  making  your  fir  ft  wound  in  a  longi¬ 
tudinal  direction,  and  approaching  to  a  femi- 
circular  form,  fo  that  your  patient  may  not  un¬ 
dergo  the  pain  of  more  than  two  incifions ;  as 
your  fecond  wound,  by  being  made  in  a  direction 
oppofite  to  and  correfponding  with  the  firft  in 
fize  and  fhape,  will  fo  effectually  anfwer  your 
defign,  as  probably  to  render  any  future  operation 
on  this  occafion  unneceftary  ;  and  will,  at  the 
fame  time,  enaoie  you  to  apply  your  prefent  and 
future  dreffings  to  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  in 
an  eafy  and  effectual  manner.  As  foon  as  the 
contents  of  the  tumor  are  evacuated,  fill  your 
wound  loofely  with  fliort  pieces  of  lint,  of  the 
moft  foft  and  downy  kind ;  and  over  the  whole 
continue  your  pultice,  or  apply  a  pledgit  of  tow 
or  lint,  fpread  with  fome  emollient  ointment ; 
the  whole  of  which  muft  be  retained  on  the  parts 
wita  a  proper  bandage.  Your  future  dreffings 

C  2  fheuid 
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Should  be  compofed  of  the  yellow  Bafilicori,  Lini- 
mentum  Arcaei,  or  any  other  efficacious  digeftLve, 
fpread  upon  layers  of  lint ;  which  pledgits  may 
be  rendered  more  loft,  eafy,  and  effectual,  by 
dipping  them  in  freih  fallad  or  linfeed  oil,  made 
moderately  warm.  At  the  end  of  the  two  firft 
days,  the  dreffings  ought  to  be  renewed  twice  in 
the  twenty-four  hours ;  and  this  practice  may  be 
continued,  on  account  of  the  quantity  or  acri¬ 
mony  of  the  difcharge,  fo  long  as  may  be 
thought  neceffary ;  obferving  to  make  ufe  of  an 
emollient  fomentation,  for  the  fpace  of  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  or  a  longer  time,  previous  to  each 
dreffing.  If  the  difcharge  from  the  wound  be 
thin,  famous,  and  corrofive,  fprinkle  fome  bran¬ 
dy,  Hungary  water,  lavender  water,  or  campho¬ 
rated  Spirits  of  wane,  upon  each  fomentation- 
cloth ;  and  if,  after  the  operation,  any  considerable 
hardnefs  of  the  integuments  Should  ftill  remain, 
continue  to  apply  the  Suppurating  pultice,  at  each 
time  of  dreffing,  over  the  pledgits  of  digeftive, 
till  fuch  hardnefs  be  removed. 

The  ufe  of  the  Cortex  Peruvianus  alone,  or 
the  Cortex  joined  with  the  Pulvis  Radic.  Serpent. 
Virginianae,  or  a  Strong  decoclion  of  the  powder 
of  Serpentary  and  Contrayerva,  with  or  without 
the  Confedh  Cardiaca,  as  well  as  the  Spiritus 
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Vitriol!  Term  is,  mixed  in  proper  quantities  in 
fome  diluting  liquor,  and  adminiftered  as  com¬ 
mon  drink,  and  repeated  at  proper  intervals,  will 
generally  be  found  Angularly  ferviceable  in  fup- 
porting  the  patient’s  ftrength,  and  will  often  be 
found  defireable  to  alter  the  'quality  and  quantity 
of  the  difcharge. 

If  the  tumor  fhould  have  been  neglected,  and 
the  Abfcefs  of  the  Scrotum  has  been  not  only 
left  to  break  of  itfelf,  but  the  wound  is  fo  cir¬ 
cumstanced  as  to  communicate  with  the  Urethra, 
the  external  fores  are  generally  fmall  and  finuous, 
the  lips  of  the  wound  at  length  grow  callous, 
the  difcharge  is  thin,  great,  and  almoft  continual, 
and  the  urine  will  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree 
efcape  through  the  external  wound  at  the  times 
of  making  water ;  whilft  it  will,  in  part,  like- 
wife  infinuate  itfelf  into  the  cellular  membranes 
of  the  Scrotum  and  its  neighbouring  parts,  and 
be  therein  retarded  and  confined;  from  whence 
arife  many  and  great  inconveniencies,  that  can¬ 
not  be  removed  till  the  orifice  made  through  the 
Urethra  is  healed:  which  often  may  be  traced  to 
be  the  original  fource  of  the  whole  mifchief; 
whilft  at  other  times  it  (hall  happen  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  Abfcefs  taking  its  rife  within  the 
cellular  membrane,  near  to  the  Urethra,  or  in 
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the  Corpus  Cavernofum  Urethra  itfelf.  In  the 
hr  ft  inftance,  an  obftruftion  in  the  paffage  may 
almoft  always  be  difcovered  by  the  introduction 
of  a  bougie  into  the  Urethra:  in  the  fecond  in¬ 
ftance,  I  have  obierved  that  fometimes,  nay 
very  often,  little  or  no  fuch  obftruftion  exifts : 
which  circumftance  renders  the  future  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  ulcers  more  eafy  than  when  ob- 
ft  ructions  in  the  Urethra,  generally,  though  not 
always,  arifing  from  venereal  caufes,  give  rife  to 
the  complaint ;  the  judicious  introduction  and 
ufe  oi  bougies,  made  of  a  proper  ccmpofition, 
fize,  and  ftiftnefs,  joined  with  mercurial  frictions, 
applied  near  to,  or  immediately  upon,  the  dift 
eafed  parts,  in  proper  quantities,  at  proper  inter¬ 
vals,  and  continued  for  a  due  length  of  time, 
joined  with  foft  oily  purges,  occafionally  admi- 
niftered,  and  foft  diluting  drinks,  will  often  ren¬ 
der  every  fevere  operation  unneceflfary  ;  though 
the  circumftances  attendant  upon  the  complaint 
be  of 'a  bad  and  complicated  kind. 

In  regard  to  fiftiilous  fores,  callofities,  enlarge¬ 
ments,  and  diiteniions  of  theie  parts ;  it  is  worth 
remembering,  that  although  the  difeafe  fhould 
appear  to  be  not  confined  to  the  Scrotum,  but 
that  it  extends  to  the  Perinaeum  and  Nates,  and 
there  be  many  external  fiftulous  openings  through 
,  the 


C  23  ] 

the  integuments  of  thefe  parts ;  yet  there  {hall, 
in  fome  inftances,  be  difcoverable  only  one  open¬ 
ing  into  the  Urethra  ;  to  remove  which  Ihould 
be  the  primary  attempt  of  the  furgeon  ;  as  the 
cure  of  the  whole  very  much,  if  not  altogether, 
depends  upon  this  very  circumftance ;  and  of  this 
be  allured,  that  the  permanency  of  the  cure  of 
every  wound,  however  circumftanced,  depends 
upon  the  foundnefs  and  firmnefs  of  its  founda¬ 
tion  or  bottom. 

If  the  Suppuration  or  Abfcefs  be  formed  in  the 
body  of  tb.e  Tedis,  a  fimple  incifion  made  with 
the  point  ot  a  launcet,  on  the  mod  depending 
and  loft  part  of  the  tumor,  will  generally  be  fuf- 
ficient ;  or  the  Abfcefs  may  be  permitted  to  break 
of  itfelf;  obferving,  at  all  times,  to  drefs  the 
wound  in  the  mod:  fuperficial  manner,  and  to 
continue  an  emollient  and  fuppurating  cataplafm, 
as  long  as  may  be  thought  advifeable,  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  dwelling  and  remaining  hardnefs  of 
the  part  affeded. 

Abceffes  of  the  body  of  the  Tedis  very  feldom 
arne  from  venereal  complaints,  when  they  are 
properly  treated nor  is  this  often  the  confe- 
quence,  even  when  a  tumor  of  the  Tedis 
happens  rrom  a  lever  accompanied  by  venereal 
infection  j  but  as  fuppurations  of  the  Tedis  are 
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foretimes  the  confequence  of  this,  and  other 
infections,  it  behoves  us  to  be  circumfpedt,  and 
to  adt  with  caution  and  propriety.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  if  the  difeafe  be  of  the  gangrenous  fpecies, 
we  muft  have  immediate  recourfe  to  local  appli¬ 
cations  of  the  antifeptic  kind  ;  fuch  as  aromatic 
and  fpirjtuous  fomentations,  repeated  twice  a 
day;  the  Cataplafm  e  Cymino,  fufficiently  large 
to  cover  the  whole  difeafed  part;  fcarifi  cat  ions 
made  deep  enough  to  evacuate  the  confined  air, 
as  well  as  the  thin,  acrimonious,  and  extravafated 
fluid,  that  is  fometimes  known  to  be  pent  up  in  the 
cellular  membranes ;  thefe  fcarifications  muft  be 
dreiTed  with  warm  oinments  and  oils  of  a  fuffi¬ 
ciently  deterfive  and  Simulating  kind.  The  pa¬ 
tient  muft  be  allowed  wine  in  his  common  drinks; 
the  Cortex  and  Serpentary,  mixed  in  a  cordial 
juiep,  muft  be  adminiftered  in  proper  doles,  every 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  or  fixth  hour,  as  occafiou 
may  require;  and  if  the  patient  be  faint  and  lan¬ 
guid,  one  or  more  biifters  ought  immediately  to 
be  applied,  and  to  be  occafionally  repeated ;  ob- 
ferving  at  the  fame  time,  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
proper  ftate ;  and  under  thefe  circumftances  to  be 
particularly  careful  in  preventing  too  great  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  a  laxnefs  of  bowels,  or  in  reflraining  a 
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Diarrhoea,  when  that  fymptom  may  be  obferved 
to  come  on ;  as  a  flux  in  weak  and  reduced  ha¬ 
bits  of  body  is  likely  to  be  immediately  produc¬ 
tive  of  worfe  effects  than  are  likely  to  happen 
from  coftivenefs. 
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Op  the  HYDROPS  SCROTALIS, 
or  ANASARCA  of  the  SCROTUM, 


HEN  a  tumor* is  formed  by  a  collection 


¥  ¥  of  extravafated  lymph,  depofited,  and 
become  ftagnant  in  the  numerous  cavities  of  the 
cellular  membranes  of  the  Scrotum  ;  or  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  extravafated  lymph  lies  loofely  confined 
in  the  cavity  of  the  Tunica  Vagina  lis  Teftis  ;  fuch 
a  difeafed  ftate  and  watery  enlargement  of  thefe 
parts  may,  with  propriety,  be  treated  of  under 
the  Greek  denomination  Hydrocele;  or  under 
cither  of  the  Latin  terms  Hydrops  Scrotalis,  or 
Hernia  Aquofa;  however,  it  muft  be  remembered, 
that  from  cuftom  the  term  Hydrocele  is  almoft 
univerfally  confined  to  the  laft  kind  of  fwelling, 
though  certainly  without  any  great  propriety,  as, 
this  Greek  word,  from  its  etymology,  is  fufficiently 
known  to  exprefs  a  watery  tumor;  whether  it  be 
of  the  Scrotum;  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis, 
or  of  any  other  part  of  the  body  whatfoever. 

Celfus,  in  his  chapter  entitled  de  Tefticulorum 
Natura  &  Morbis,  Liber  Septimus,  Cap.  xviii.  ob- 
ferves  that  there  are  two  fpecies  of  this  difeafe  : 


and 
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and  on  this  occafion  Celfus  expreffes  himfelf  in 
the  following  words :  Integris  vero  Membranis 
interdum  earn  partem  hurnor  diftendit:  atque 
ejus  quoque  duae  fpecies  funt.  Nam  vel  inter 
Tunicas  is  increfcit,  vel  in  Membranis  &c.  Graeci 
communi  nomine,  quicquid  eft,  vfyoKyXvjv  appellant. 
To  the  fagacity  of  Celfus  therefore  for  this  con- 
cife,  and  plain  divifion,  or  diftindtion  of  the  Hy¬ 
drocele  into  two  kinds  only,  we  are  indebted ; 
and  not  to  the  obfervation  of  any  modern  author 
in  furgery. 

The  dropfy  of  the  Membrana  Cellularis,  other- 
wife  termed  Hydrops  Scrotalis,  is  readily  known 
to  the  experienced  furgeon,  and  by  him  eafily 
diftingufhed  from  the  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis  Teftis,  by  the  following  iymptoms  and 
appearances. 

When  a  confiderable  quantity  of  extravafated 
lymph  is  depofited  and  confined  in  the  cells  of 
the  Tela  Cellulofa,  or  Membrana  Cellularis  Scroti, 
the  Scrotum  generally  becomes  uniformly  en¬ 
larged.  The  tefticles  cannot  be  felt,  and  the 
common  integuments  appear  thickened,  diftended, 
pale,  (hining,  and  polifhed,  unlefs  the  fkin  be 
inflamed ;  then  the  part  becomes  red.  The  Pe¬ 
nis  often  partakes  of  the  like  appearances;  and 
that  member  becomes  confiderably  elongated, 
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and  enlarged  by  the  difeafe.  Upon  preliiire,  the 
tumor  feels  left,  the  integuments  alfume  a  dow- 
like  or  cedematous  appearance,  and  for  fome 
little  time  afterwards  there  remains  a  depreffion 
or  cavity  on  the  part  that  was  prefled  upon. 
In  general,  this  affeftion  of  the  Scrotum  is  fir 
from  being  a  local  malady  ;  the  body,  the  limbs, 
and  the  face,  partake  of  the  difeafe  :  at  the  fame 
time  the  whole  conflitution  appears  to  be  much 
impaired  thereby  ;  fo  that  the  great  and  perma¬ 
nent  relief,  which  is  to  be  afforded  the  patient, 
who  labours  under  this  afflifllon,  mud  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  proper  regimen  in  diet,  from  gentle 
exercife,  and  from  proper  internal  medicines, 
rather  than  from  manual  operation  and  topical 
applications. 

But  fince,  from  experience,  we  know,  that  in 
this  difeafe, the  integuments  are  often  very  much 
put  upon  the  ftretch,  and  that  they  are  fome- 
times  attended  with  great  pain  and  coniiderable 
inconvenience  in  making  water,  occafioned  by 
the  Prepuce  of  the  Penis  obftruCting  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  Urethra,  from  the  diftenfion,  from 
the  fpiral  form,  and  from  the  elongation  of  its 
integuments ;  that,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
fcarifications  or  punCtures,  made  fufficiently  deep 
to  penetrate  the  fibres  of  the  Dartos  mufcle  of 

the 
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the  Scrotum  and  the  cellular  membrane  of  the 
Penis  itfelf,  are  thought  advifeable  :  it  then  be¬ 
comes  the  province  of  the  furgeon  ;  whofe  bufi- 
nefs,  upon  thefe  occalions,  is  to  ufe  his  beft  en¬ 
deavours  to  promote  a  temporary  difcharge  of 
lymph;  and  by  thefe  means  to  afford  the  pa¬ 
tient  that  relief  from  pain,  which  proper  topical 
remedies  are  fometimes  found  capable  of  effect¬ 
ing.  To  anfwer  thefe  purpofes  therefore,  in  the 
firft  infiance,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that 
all  aftringent  fomentations,  irritating  ointments, 
fpirituous  applications,  and  ftimulating  aromatic 
cataplafms,  fhould  be  avoided:  fince  fuch  appli¬ 
cations  are  not  only  difpofed  to  increafe  pain, 
but  in  fome  meafure  are  difpofed  too  fuddenly  to 
contrad  the  mouths  of  the  divided  lymphatics ; 
and  by  thefe  means  to  prevent  a  freedom,  and 
continuance  of  that  difcharge  of  lymph,  which 
the  operations  were  intended  to  promote :  fuch 
applications  then  mull  be  defifted  from,  till  the 
parts  are  obferved  to  grow  flaccid,  and  have  in 
part,  or  almoft  wholly,  fubfided ;  or  till  the  in¬ 
teguments  have  affumed  a  dufky  or  livid  com- 
pleCtion  :  foon  after  which  laft  fymptoms,  a  mor¬ 
tification  often  fucceeds ;  or  the  difcharge  from 
the  wounds,  when  a  mortification  does  not  take 
place,  becomes  great  in  quantity,  as  well  as  pu- 
r  trid. 
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trid,  corrofive,  and  offenfive  in  quality,  by 
changing  its  original  mild,  foft,  inoffenfive,  and 
gelatinous  nature,  to  a  thin  acrimonious  Sanies. 
This  we  obferve  to  be  fometimes  the  cale,  in 
thofe  uncommon  habits  of  body  that  are  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  to  furvive  fuch  fevere  attacks  as  I 
have  defcribed,  and  to  terminate  in  this  mod 
defireable  manner  of  the  two. 

On  the  contrary,  therefore,  after  making  inci- 
fions  or  fcarifications  of  a  fufficient  depth  through 
the  fwollen  integuments,  let  fomentations  of  the 
moft  emollient  kind  be  applied  to  the  wounds 
and  their  neighbouring  parts.  Thefe  fomenta¬ 
tions  may  be  compofed  of  cow’s  milk,  made  fuf- 
ficiently  hot  for  the  purpofe ;  or  they  may  be 
compofed  of  equal  parts  of  hot  pearl- barley- 
water  and  milk;  or  of  equal  parts  of  common 
foft  water  and  milk ;  or  of  a  deco&ion  of  bran, 
oatmeal,  marfh-mallow  leaves,  or  poppy  heads, 
prepared  in  water:  let  your  dreffings  be  pledgits 
of  lint,  dipped  in  warm  fweet  oil,  or  warm  lin- 
feed  oil ;  or  fuch  pledgits  may,  fir  ft  of  all,  be 
thinly  fpread  with  Bafilicon  Flavum,  Linimen- 
tum  Araei,  or  any  other  fuch-like  digeftive 
ointment,  before  they  are  dipped  in  oil.  Over 
the  pledgits  apply  a  foft  cataplafm  of  bread  and 
milk,  made  warm,  and  mixed  with  a  fufficient 

quantity 
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quantity  of  Unguentum  Florum  Sambuci,  or 
Oleum  Olivarum,  or  Oleum  Lini,  or  frefh  hog’s 
lard,  to  render  the  pultice  moift,  and  to  preferve 
it  in  that  date ;  or,  inftead  of  this  kind  of  cata- 
plafm,  apply  that  which  may  be  compofed  of 
frefti  linfeed  meal  and  warm  water,  as  being,  ia 
its  nature,  the  more  moift  of  the  two.  Occa- 
fionally  repeat  thefe  cataplafms,  and  continue  them 
for  as  long  a  time  as  may  be  found  neceflary. 

In  thefe  complaints  it  fometimes  happens, 
that,  upon  a  general  fuppuration  of  the  parts 
coming  on,  the  whole  integuments  are  obferved 
gradually  to  grow  loofe,  and  to  flough  away ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  the  Tunica  Vaginalis 
Teftis  becomes  quite  bare  and  expofed.  Some 
inftances,  indeed,  I  have  feen,  where  the  whole 
Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis  itfelf,  as  well  as  the 
parts  compofing  the  Scrotum,  have  been  de¬ 
ft:  royed,  leaving  the  Tunica  Albuginea  quite 
bare  and  expofed,  without  bringing  on  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  pain,  or  danger  of  life,  from  fuch 
expofure  of  this  part. 
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Of  the  HYDROCELE  of  the 

TUNICA  VAGINALIS  TESTIS. 

1 

The  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  is  an 
enlargement  of  the  Scrotum,  on  that  fide  of  its 
Raphe  where  the  diftenfion  takes  place,  fuppofmg 
the  attack  to  be  in  one  Tunic  only  ;  but  fince  it 
fometimes  happens  that  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  of 
eachTefticle  is  at  the  fame  time  difeafed,  and 
pretty  nearly  in  the  fame  degree  too,  under  fuch 
circumftances  the  enlargement  of  the  Scrotum 
becomes  general  and  uniform,  putting  on  the 
appearance  of  one  tumor  only  ;  though,  in  fa  d, 
it  is  made  up  of  two  diftind  tumors :  the  cavity 
of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  of  one  Teftis  having  no 
communication  with  the  cavity  of  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis  of  the  other.  In  different  people, 
and  owing  to  different  caufes,  thefe  tumors  are 
known  to  be  very  different  in  their  fhape  and 
fize. 

The  fize  of  the  tumor,  in  general,  almoft  al¬ 
together  depends  upon  the  quantity  of  extrava- 
fated  fluid  that  is  depofited  in  the  Tunica  Vagi¬ 
nalis  Teftis,  but  not  always;  fince  it  fometimes 
happens  that  the  Scrotum  and  Tunica  Vaginalis 

are 
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are  at  the  fame  time  much  thickened ;  whilft 

at  other  times,  thobgh  no  difeafe  of  the  inte-> 
guments  exifts,  yet  there  fhall  be  a  praeterna- 
tural  enlargement  of  the  body  of  the  Teftis: 
when  the  difeafe  is  accompanied  with  a  pre¬ 
ternatural  thickening  of  the  Scrotum,  that  cir- 
cumftance  is  eafily  difcoverable,  and  the  con¬ 
tained  fluid  is  often  turbid,  or  difcoloured ; 

*  but  an  enlargement  of  the  Teftis  is  not  al¬ 
ways  fo  eafy  to  be  known,  till  the  water  in 
which  it  is  immerfed  Is  let  out.  The 
greater  the  quantity  of  extravafated  ferum 
or  lymph  there  is  in  the  Tunica  Vaginalis 

-  Teftis,  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to  afcer- 

-  tain  the  ftate  the  Tefticle  is  in;  the  fmaller 
the  quantity  of  ferum,  the  more  eafy  it  will 
be  to  judge  of  this  important  fa<ft ;  which  is  a 
matter  very  eafy  to  be  conceived  of.  How¬ 
ever,  from  the  multiplicity  of  cafes  of  this 
kind  which  I  have  attended  to,  I  have  obferved, 
that  when  the  Tefticle  is  enlarged,  and  that 
enlargement  proves  to  be  of  the  cancerous 

L  kind,  the  extravafated  fluid  is  feldom  depofited 

*  in  any  great  quantity  in  the  Tunica  V aginalis 
and  that,  upon  the  confined  fluid  being  eva- 

*  cuated^  it  has  almoft  always  appeared  bloody. 
In  fuch  cafes,  it  is  perhaps  needlefs  to  fay  that 
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the  radical  cure  of  the  Hydrocele  ought  never 
to  be  attempted ;  as  fuch  part  of  the  tumor 
arifing  from  extravasation  is  a  flight  fymptom 
only  of  a  more  ferious  complaint,  which  does 
not  admit  of  being  cured,  or  even  relieved,  by 
an  operation  performed  on  its  coats ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  difeafed  Teftis  will  probably 
be  greatly  aggravated,  by  having  recourfe  to 
fuch  fevere  and  improper  methods.  When 
the  enlargement  of  the  Teftis  proceeds  merely 
from  relaxation,  and  neither  is  of  the  fchir- 
rous  nor  cancerous  tribe  (inftances  of  which 
are  not  uncommon),  the  fluid  will  often,  un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftances,  be  found  in  great 
abundance  :  and  feldom  of  the  bloody  or  turbid 
kind,  as  in  the  fchirrous  or  cancerous  Teftis. 

The  mere  evacuation  of  the  lymph  with  the 
point  of  a  launcet,  previous  to  a  determina¬ 
tion  upon  the  performance  of  any  operation  of 
a  more  ferious,  hazardous,  and  painful  nature, 
upon  thefe  parts,  may  always  be  done  with  the 
utmoft  fafety  and  propriety ;  even  fuppofing 
the  enlargement  of  the  Teftis  to  be  of  the 
worft  kind  :  and,  as  a  direftion  or  guide  to  usr 
it  will  always  be  advifeable  to  punfture  the 
part,  when  there  is  the  leaft  reafon  to  doubt 
eft  the  diltafed  ftate  of  the  Teftis  itfelf,  pre¬ 
vious 
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vious  to  a  procedure  to  caftration,  or  even  to 
the  radical  operation  for  the  Hydrocele  of  the 
Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis* 

The  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  is  a 
difeafe,  from  which  no  male  fubjedt  of  any  age 
or  climate  appears,  by  nature*  to  be  feCured  : 
but  in  the  fouthern  or  warm  climates,  1 
think,  this  difeafe  feems  to  prevail  more  fre¬ 
quently  than  it  does  in  the  northern  or  colder 
regions  ;  though  it  is  certainly  a  difeafe  very 
common  to  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of 
England* 

From  the  Weft  India  Elands  I  have  been 
confulted  by  a  variety  of  patients,  who  have 
been  afflicted  with  this  fpecies  of  tumor; 
which  notwithftanding  I  have  fometimes  ob- 
ferved  to  be  much  leflened,  and  i*elieved,  by  a 
mere  change  of  climate ;  yet  that  relief  has 
only  been  temporary :  the  tumor  almoft  al¬ 
ways  recurring,  and  ituc realm g  to  its  ufual 
lize,  and  in  a  fhort  time  too,  after  their  return 
to  a  hot  climate.  This,  indeed,  may  rea- 
fonably  be  expefted  to.  be  the  cafe,  fo  long  as 
thofe  lymphatics,  which  are  the  feat  of  the 
dilbrder,  ftiall  continue  in  that  preternatiifally 
relaxed  or  difeafed  ftate  which  they  have  once 
acquired ;  and,  for  this  obvious  reafon,  will 
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fooner  or  later  he  made  liable  to  a  iimilar  af- 
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fe&ion,  from  a  Iimilar  caufe. 

In  young  children  I  have  many  times  effec¬ 
tually  removed  this  complaint,  without  ma¬ 
nual  operation :  purges,  repeated  at  proper  in¬ 
tervals,  and  local  applications  of  a  gently  fti- 
mulating  and  aftringent  kind,  have,  in  many 
inftances,  fucceeded  to  my  wifhes  ;  but,  in 
adults,  the  like  experiments  have  hitherto  al¬ 
ways  proved  unfuccefsfuh 

The  Hydrocele,  when  it  proceeds  from  a 
mere  weaknefs  and  relaxation  of  the  lympha¬ 
tics  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  (and  perhaps 
fometimes  too  of  the  Tunica  Albuginea),  is  a 
difeafe,  I  believe,  that  feldom  fuddenly  arrives 
at  fo  great  a  fize  as  t©  prove  inconvenient  or 
painful;  on  the  contrary,  the  tumor  is  at  firft 
fmal  1,  and  it  gradually  increafes  :  but  when 
the  extravafation  is  occafioned  by  a  fudden 
rupture  of  the  veffels  of  this  Tunic,  or  from 
a  fevere  and  painful  inflammation  of  that 
membrane  and  of  the  Teftis  itfelf,  the  tumor 
is  fometimes  obferved  very  fuddenly  to  come 
on;  though,  it  muft  be  confefled,  that,  from 
the  latter  caufe,  this  is  not  often  the  cafe* 
However,  as  I  have  very  lately  been  advifed 
with  in  the  inftance  of  a  young  gentleman,  fe- 


verely  afflicted  with  a  venereal  Hernia  H umo- 
ralis  of  one  Teftis  ;  in  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  of 
which  was  evidently  contained  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  extravafated  lymph,  of  a  tranfpa- 
rent  kind ;  which  I  evacuated  upon  the  fpot, 
with  a  launcet,  to  the  quantity  of  five  or  fix 
ounces,  and  thereby  procured  a  confiderable 

■i 

relief;  I  am  convinced  that  a  painful  and  pre¬ 
ternatural  ftimulus,  affefting  the  Tefticle  and 
its  Tunics,  does  fometimes,  on  a  fudden,  pro¬ 
duce  too  great  a  fecretion  and  ftagnation  of 
lymph ;  and  by  this  means  the  Hydrocele  is 
capable  of  being,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  brought 
on  to  an  inconvenient  and  painful  degree. 

The  patient,  in  this  ftate,  was  accompanied 
by  his  furgeon  to  London,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  fixteen  or  feventeen  miles,  for  my  aftil- 
tance  ;  who,  upon  the  delivery  of  my  opinion, 
allured  me,  that,  on  the  day  before  he  came  to 
me,  there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  fuch 
extravafation  in  the  Tunic.  The  tumor  now 
was  large,  and  the  patient  was  feveriffl.  The 
Integuments,  the  Tefticle,  and  the  Epididymis, 
were  confiderably  inflamed  ;  and  the  two  latter 
were  very  hard,  and  much  enlarged:  the  Scro¬ 
tum  and  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis,  from 
their  hidden  diftenfion,  appeared  mucn  thinner 
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than  in  their  natural  ftate,  or  than  I  ever  in 
manhood  obferved  it  to  be,  when  the  tumor 
comes  flowly  on.  In  this  inftance,  the  Scro¬ 
tum  and  Tunica  Vaginalis  were  perfectly  trans¬ 
parent,  and  confiderably  elevated  on  their  an¬ 
terior  and  inferior  parts;  and  they  refembled  a 
bladder  filled,  and  diftended  with  clear  water : 
the  Tefticle  and  Epididymis  prefer ved  their  na¬ 
tural  fituation ;  that  is,  they  were  fixed  behind 
to  the  Tunica  Vaginalis,  and  by  thefe  means 
were  kept  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
forepart  of  the  diftended  Tunic:  the  patient 
was  much  relieved  by  the  operation,  and  in  a 
fevy  hours  afterwards  he  returned  home. 

Suppofing  this  fhort  hiftory  of  the  cafe  to 
have  been  fairly  reprefented  by  the  furgeon,  as 
I  verily  believe  it  was ;  we  may,  from  this  and 
other  examples  of  the  like  kind,  infer,  that 
iudden  inflammations  of  membranous  parts, 
occafioning  much  irritation,  are  fometimes  pro¬ 
ductive  of  more  fpeedy  effects  of  the  like  kind, 
in  this  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
than  feems  readily  to  have  been  conceived  of ; 
and  that  a  fimple  operation,  opportunely  per¬ 
formed  under  fuch  circumftances,  and  in  fimi- 
lar  cafes,  may  probably  prove  more  fuccefsful 
than  it  is  generally  experienced  to  be,  when 

the 
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the  complaint  is  differently  circumftanced ; 
that  is,  when  the  tumor  advances  {lowly,  and 
has  not  been  preceded  and  accompanied  by  in¬ 
flammation. 

The  cavities  of  the  Thorax,  the  cavity  of  the 
Pericardium,  the  cavity  of  the  Abdomen,  and 
the  cavity  of  the  Cranium,  being  lined  with 
membranes  of  a  compofition  refembling  the 
Tunica  Vaginalis;  and  thefe  membranes  being 
furnifhed  with  ferous  arteries,  for  the  fame 
purpofes  as  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis  is,  are 
undoubtedly  at  times  fuddenly  attacked  with 
confiderable  extravafations,  proving  more  or 
lef$  inconvenient  and  dangerous  to  the  af¬ 
flicted  ;  and  in  a  degree  proportional  to  the 
violence  of  the  attack,  as  well  as  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  part  itfelf,  Thefe  difeafes, 
when  fufficiently  known  and  comprehended, 
by  peculiar  figns,  that  are  obferved  to  diflin- 
guifli  the  complaint,  do  often  admit  of  confi¬ 
derable  relief,  and  fometimes  of  an  effectual 
cure,  from  manual  operations ;  as  we  fee  and 
experience  in  the  courfe  of  an  unlimited  and 
extenfive  practice. 

f 

To  enable  the  unexperienced,  with  a  degree 
of  certainty,  to  know  and  diftinguifh  the  Hy¬ 
drocele  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis  from 
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every  other  fpecies  of  tumor  incident  to  theio 
parts,  there  are  certain  rules  prefcribed  by  au¬ 
thors  who  have  written  on  this  fubjedt ;  the 
mo  ft  remarkable  of  which  I  will  here  repeat, 
and  confider  of;  obferving,  at  the  fame  time, 
in  what  refpedt  they  may  by  the  experienced 
be  difcovered  from  each  other  to  differ. 

In  the  Hydrocele  proceeding  from  relaxation, 
or  from  perhaps  a  rupture  of  fome  few  of  the 
adducing  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  Tunica  Vagi¬ 
nalis  Teftis,  the  tumor  at  firft  is  very  fmall,  be¬ 
ing  not  at  all  inconvenient,  or  troublefome  dur¬ 
ing  fuch  a  mild  ftate  of  the  difeafe ;  in  fome  con- 
ftitutions  its  encreafe  is  very  flow,  many  years 
elapfing  from  the  origin  of  it,  before  it  arrives 
at  fuch  a  fize  as  to  be  offenfive  or  troublefome ; 
whilft  in  other  conftifutions,  or  where  many 
lymphatics  of  the  adducent,  or  abducent  clafs 
are  impaired,  and  the  circulation  is  by  thefe 
means  interrupted,  the  fwelling  encreafes  very 
fait ;  and  becomes  in  a  few  months  fo  large,  as 
to  oblige  the  afflidted  to  feek  for  relief  from 
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forgery,  •  • 

The  fwelling  is  generally  defcribed  as  being 
free  from  pain and  that  there  is  not  any  in¬ 
convenience  attending  it,  but  fuch  as  proceeds 
from  its  fize  and  weight ;  this  freedom  from 
* '  pain 
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pain  may  reafonably  be  accounted  for,  not 
merely  from  a  want  of  fenfibility  in  the  Tu¬ 
nics  of  the  Teftis,  and  the  Scrotum  ;  but  from 
the  gradual  diftenfion  which  they  have  under¬ 
gone,  as  well  as  from  the  gradual  preffure 
which  the  Tunica  Albuginea  has  fuftained,  and 
their  being  quite  free  from  inflammation  at 
the  fame  time  ;  but  when  it  happens  that  this 
difeafe  is  fuddenly  brought  on,  and  that  an  in¬ 
flammation  and  irritation  have  preceded,  and 
attended  the  comolaint,  the  circumftances  are 
greatly  altered ;  and  with  this  alteration  of 
circumftances,  there  muft  be  an  alteration  of 
fymptoms ;  fo  that  fpeedy  aftiftance  will  be 
found  neceffary  from  general,  as  well  as  from 
topical  remedies :  as  was  the  cafe  in  the  inftance 
of  the  young  gentleman  already  defcribed  ;  to 
whofe  hiftory  we  muft  refer  for  a  confirmation 
of  the  reafonablenefs  of  fuch  pradice ;  as  well 
as  the  favourable  refult  of  it. 

In  the  Hydrocele,  the  Teftis  is  faid  to  be  con¬ 
cealed  from  the  touch ;  this  may  fometimes 
poflibly  be  the  cafe  ;  but  it  will  not  often  prove 
fo  to  the  man  of  experience,  who  is  per- 
fedly  acquainted  with  the  natural,  and  exad 
fituation  of  the  Teftis,  agreeably  to  the  defcrip- 
4  :  tion 
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tlon  already  given  in  the  anatomy  of  the  part, 
to  which,  if  neceffary,  reference  may  be  had. 

In  the  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis, 
the  Penis  is  contracted,  or  drawn  inwards,  as 
has  been  by  many  obferved ;  inftances  of  which 
I  have  feveral  times  feen ;  and  to  fo  great  a  de¬ 
gree,  as  effectually  to  bury  the  Penis,  leaving 
hardly  any  veftige  of  its  exiftence :  when  this 
Is  the  cafe,  great  inconveniences  in  making  wa¬ 
ter  are  found  to  arife,  attended  with  an  excori¬ 
ation  of  the  Scrotum ;  added  to  this,  the  man 
Is,  during  this  ftate  of  the  tumor,  rendered  in*- 
capable  of  procreation. 

This  tumor  is  farther  obferved  to  be  diftin* 
guifhable  from  an  Hernia  Serotalis,  or  in  other 
words  from  a  defeent  of  a  part  of  the  Omen¬ 
tum,  or  the  inteftine,  or  part  of  both  thefe  Vif- 
cera  together,  into  the  Scrotum  ;  becaufe  in 
the  Hernia  Serotalis,  the  Teflicle  may  always 
be  felt ;  which  is  not  always  to  be  done  in  the 
Hydrocele :  but  certainly  a  more  obvious  and 
eafy  rule  may  be  laid  down  on  this  occafion 
than  the  preceding,  by  faying  that  in  the  Hy¬ 
drocele,  the  tumor  can  never  be  made  to  difap- 
pear  by  any  pofition  of  the  body,  or  preffure 
by  the  fingers  and  hand ;  whereas  in  the  Her¬ 
nia  Serotalis,  unlefs  it  be  adherent,  or  incarce¬ 
rated, 
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rated,  the  tumor  may  be  made  to  difappear  by 
a  favourable  and  horizontal  pofition  of  the  body, 
aflifted  by  a  gentle  preflure  on  the  tumor ;  at 
the  fame  time  directing  your  patient  to  infpire 
freely  and  forcibly,  which  will  facilitate  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  prolapfed  parts. 

The  Hydrocele,  by  fome  it  is  faid,  cannot  be 
always  readily  diftinguilhed  from  a  fchirrhus  of 
the  Tefticle,  fince  it  is  obferved  that  many  have 
been  deceived  in  tumors  of  this  kind:  but, 
with  proper  care  and  attention,  an  expe¬ 
rienced  furgeon,  I  think,  may  always  have  it 
in  his  power  to  difcriminate  betwixt  the  one 
and  the  other :  becaufe  in  the  Hydrocele  there 
always  is  a  greater  or  lefs  quanty  of  fluid  that 
makes  the  fweliing ;  which,  on  being  prefled 
upon,  recedes,  or  give  way,  fo  long  as  the  pref- 
fure  is  continued  on  the  Scrotum  :  whereas  in 
the  cancerous  Teftis  there  is  no  fluid,  except  a 
very  fmall  quantity  which  is  fometimes  difco- 
verable  in  the  centre  of  the  Teftis  upon  diflec¬ 
tion,  fubfequent  to  caftration  :  in  cafes  of  this 
kind,  a  ftony  refiftance  is  made  to  the  touch  i 
and  it  does  by  no  means  yield,  or  give  way  to 
the  fingers  when  prefled  upon,  as  the  Hydro¬ 
cele  does. 
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In  the  Hydrocele,  the  fluid  is  fometimes  ap~ 
parent  from  the  thinnefs  and  diftenflon  of  the 
Scrotum  and  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis ;  as  well 
as  from  the  limpidnefs  of  the  ferum,  by  hold¬ 
ing  a  candle  on  the  fide  of  the  Scrotum  oppofite 
to  that  upon  which  you  look ;  and  fometimes 
too,  from  common  day- light  this  is  evident 
without  the  afiiftance  of  a  lighted  candle  ;  but 
it  is  very  far  from  always  being  fo,  as  re¬ 
peated  experience  evinces. 

The  leaft  preternatural  degree  of  thicknefs 

on  the  Scrotum  is  fufficient  to  obliterate  the 
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tranfparency  of  the  fwelling;  fo  is  a  turbid, 
bloody,  clay-coloured,  or  coffee-coloured  kind 
of  lymph,  capable  of  producing  the  fame  dilV 
appointment. 

The  fluctuation  then  in  the  tumor  is  the 
grand  criterion  by  which  the  furgeon  muft  be 
determined  $  and  I  may  venture  to  add,  that  a 
fkillful  furgeon,  in  this  point,  will  very  feldom 
err  :  but  it  muft  at  the  fame  time  be  confefled, 
that  this  accuracy  of  touch  fo  much  depends 
upon  repeated  practice  and  obfervation,  that, 
without  fuch  advantages  have  been  previoufly 
obtained,  no  certain  judgement  in  difficult 
cafes  can  be  given ;  how  therefore  verbally  to 
deliver  fuch  an  opinion,  or  to  lay  down  fuch 

rules 
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rules  as  fhall  be  capable  of  fufficiefttly  inftru<9> 
ing  the  unexperienced,  is  a  talk  fo  difficult  as  to 
require  more  abilities,  I  am  convinced,  than  I 
pretend  to  be  poffeffed  of. 

From  repeated  operations  performed  on  the 
Scrotum,  for  the  defi'gn  of  giving  a  temporary 
relief  in  the  Hydrocele,  I  have  known  the  in¬ 
teguments  and  Tunica  Vaginalis  at  length  ac¬ 
quire  fo  great  a  degree  of  thicknefs,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  the  difcovery  of  a  fluid  very  difficult ;  and 
at  length  the  bell:  rule  I  have  had  to  guide  me 
was,  my  being  ufed  to  attend  the  individuals, 
before  thefe  alterations  or  changes  in  the  parts 
were  brought  on  ;  which  were  gradual. 

A  Gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  much  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  has  at  different  periods  been 
tapped  by  me  for  an  Hydrocele  about  thirty 
times  fince  the  year  1752  :  at  firft  the  parts  ap¬ 
peared  in  their  natural  ftate,  fo  that -there  was 
no  difficulty  attending  the  difcovery  of  a  fluc¬ 
tuation  within  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis : 
but  of  late  the  parts  have  acquired  a  confide- 
rable  degree  of  thicknefs :  and  from  this  caufe 
the  difcovery  of  a  fluid  is  now  rendered  far 
from  being  fo  obvious  as  at  firft :  but  at  the 
fame  time  be  it  remembered,  that  the  tumor 
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in  its  moft  enlarged  and  diftended  ftate,  is  not 
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accompanied  with  that  firm  and  ftoney  hard- 
nefs,  as  there  appears  to  be  in  tumors  of  the 
Teftis,  proceeding  from  a  fchirrhus,  or  cancer  ; 
nor  is  the  Scrotum  in  any  part  become  cal¬ 
lous. 

The  upper  extent, or  limits  of  the  tumor,  formed 
by  an  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis, 
is  by  fome  mentioned  as  alrnoft  a  certain  cri¬ 
terion  by  which  we  may  diferiminate  betwixt 
an  Hernia  Scrotalis,  and  an  Hydrocele.  This, 
it  muft  be  con fe fled,  is  generally  the  cafe;  but 
it  really  is  not  always  fo:  for  in  many  inftances, 
the  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis  will  be  found,  by 
the  predate  arifing  from  the  contained  fluid,  to 
form  a  tumor  as  high  up  as  the  Abdomen  : 
where  a  perforation  is  naturally  formed  in  the 
tendinous  expanlion  of  the  Obliquus  Defcen- 
dens  mufcle,  for  the  tranfmiffion  of  the  fperma- 
tic  chord ;  in  which  relpedt  it  bears  a  refem- 
blance  to  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor  formed 
in  eonfequence  of  an  Hernia  Scrotalis. 

Again  it  Will  be  found,  that  the  tranfparen- 
cy  of  the  tumor  is  a  fallible  fign ;  I  mean  in 
young  children ;  for  in  many  inftances  I  have 
obferved  an  Hernia  Scrotalis  in  fuch  fubje&s, 
to  be  quite  tranfparent ;  afluming  very  much 
the  appearance  of  a  watry  fwelling  ;  and  I  have 
5  known 
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known,  and  feen  men  of  experience  mifled  in 
fuch  cafes  :  to  which  miftakes  we  fhould  ftili 
be  rendered  oftener  liable,  had  we  not  more 
certain  tokens  to  diftinguifh  by,  than  fuch  a 
tranfparency  of  parts. 

A  judicious  furgeon,  and  a  man  of  confidera- 
ble  experience  in  his  profeflion,  I  once  faw 
punfture  the  Scrotum  of  a  child  which  was 
brought  to  him  for  his  opinion,  upon  a  prefump- 
that  it  was  an  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  Vagi- 
ginalis ;  but  the  cafe  proved  an  Hernia  Conge¬ 
nita  of  the  Omentum :  a  part  of  which  thin, 
tender,  and  tranfparent  body  immediately  made 
its  appearance  through  the  punftured  part  of 
the  Scrotum :  feeing  this,  the  furgeon  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  dilatation  of  the  wound ;  and 
without  making  any  ligature  upon  the  part,  fc 
much  of  the  prolapfed  Omentum  was  cut  off 
as  appeared ;  the  child  felt  no  inconvenience 
irorn  this  lucky  miftake ;  for  he  did  perfectly 
well,  without  a  Angle  unfavourable  fymptom 
that  followed  the  operation. 
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For  the  temporary  relief  of  fome,  and  for  the 
effedual  cure  of  others*  who  are  attacked  with 
fo  troublefome  and  irkfome  a  complaint  as  the 
Hydrocle  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  Teftis  is  by 
many  experienced  to  be  ;  there  are  by  furgeons 
two  modes  of  operating  propofed,  and  put  in 
pra&ice;  and  for  different  purpofes :  the  firft 
is  termed  the  palliative  method,  the  fecond 
the  radical  method  of  treating  the  difeafe* 
The  palliative  method  of  operating  is  very  ex¬ 
peditious  ;  in  its  mode  it  is  perfe&ly  fimple  :  in 
its  nature  it  is  almoft  void  of  pain  :  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  it  requires  little  or  no  confinement  ;  but  the 
difeafe  almoft  always  returns,  and  occafionally 
demands  a  repetition  of  the  like  operation  s 
this  mode  of  treatment  requires  little  or  no  con¬ 
finement,  nor  any  other  application  than  a  fu- 
perficial  drefling  to  the  pundured  part  of  the 
Scrotum,  and  a  bag  trufs  to  fufpend  the  parts 
withal :  the  confequences  that  follow  the  radi¬ 
cal  method  of  operating,  effentially  differ  from 
the  palliative;  for  this  operation  cannot  be  fuc- 
.  cefsfully  done,  without  it  be  followed  by  fome 
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pain,  and  ia  certain  degree  of  inflammation  ; 
which  degree  of  pain  and  inflammation  is  al¬ 
ways  fucceeded  by  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  a 
fymptomatic  fever;  proportional  to  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  pain  the  patient  endures,  and  the  fud- 
dennefs  and  extenfivenefs  of  the  inflammation 
that  attacks  the  Scrotum,  as  weil  a§  the  Tu¬ 
nics  of  the  Tefticle,  the  Tefticle  itfelf,  and  the 
Epididymis.  In  confequence  of  fuch  inflamma¬ 
tion,  there  enfues  a  temporary  enlargement,  a 
temporary  diftenfion,  and  a  temporary  indura¬ 
tion,  of  thefe  feveral  parts ;  which  fymptoms 
continue  to  encreafe  till  a  fuppuration  comes 
on  ;  and  they  even  remain  till  fuch  fuppuration 
is  pretty  confiderably  advanced  ;  when  all  that 
was  at  firft  painful,  difagreeable,  and  irkfome 
to  the  patient,  gradually  diminifhes ;  and  con¬ 
tinues  fo  to  do,  till,  by  the  mitigation  of  the  in¬ 
flammation  and  the  removal  of  the  tenfion,  the 
parts  fubfide,  and  at  length  are  thus  nearly  reftored 
to  their  original  Rate;  with  this  difference,  that 
a  compleat  adhefion  of  the  T unica  Vaginalis  and 
Albuginea  take  place ;  and  by  this  means  the  na¬ 
tural  cavity  of  theTunica  Vaginalis  is  obliterated. 
Thefe  changes  are  gradually  and  commodioufly 
brought  about  by  a  quiet  horizontal  pofition 
of  the  body  and  limbs,  by  an  abftemious  liquid 
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diet,  by  cooling  medicines,  by  opiates,  and  by 
evacuations  from  bleeding,  clyfters,  and  purges, 
joined  with  topical  emollient  fomentations,  fu- 
perficial,  mild,  digeftive  ointments,  and  foft 
relaxing  cataplafms,  repeated,  and  continued, 
for  a  greater,  or  lefs  length  of  time,  as  occafion 
may  be  found  to  require. 

Of  the  PALLIATIVE  METHOD 
of  OPERATING  on  the 
HYDROCELE, 

After  placing  your  patient  oppofife  to  the 
light,  on  a  chair  of  a  convenient  height,  or  on 
the  fide  of  his  bed  or  couch  ;  or  rather  by  mak¬ 
ing  him  (land  in  an  eredt  politico,  as  being 
mod  convenient ;  firft  obfervp,  gently  to  em¬ 
brace  the  fuperior  part  of  the  Scrotum,  with 
one  hand;  then  with,  an  impofthume  launcet, 
held  in  the  other  hand,  fuddenly  pundture  the 
tumor  on  its  molt  thin,  fluctuating*  prominent,, 
or  depending  part:  continue  to  embrace  and 
gently  to  comprefs  the  Scrotum  as  at  firft,  till 
the  difcharge  quite  ceafes,  or  begins  to  ceafe  ; 
r  when  this  happens,  let  the  part  quite  loofe* 
and  you  will  feldom  fail  of  evacuating  the  con¬ 
tents 
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tents  of  the  tumor  in  a  very  expeditious  and 
effectual  manner,  without  the  affiftance  of  any 
other  inftrument  than  the  launcet.  After  the 
lymph  is  totally  evacuated,  apply  a  bit  of  foft 
lint  to  the  wound  ;  and  over  the  lint  apply  a  bit 
of  flicking  plaifter  fpread  upon  rag,  or  thin  leather* 
which  may  be  left  on  till  they  fpontaneoufly 
drop  off:  this  operation  (hould  be  repeated,  in 
the  like  manner,  as  often  as  may  be  found  ex¬ 
pedient,  on  account  of  the  fize  and  Weight  of 
the  returning  fweliing, 

I  prefer  the  impofthume  launcet  to  the  tro¬ 
car,  becaufe  it  is  the  riioft  eafy  and  expeditious 
way  of  evacuating  the  fluid,  and  becaufe  too, 
the  Tunica  Vaginalis  does  not  buffer  as  it  does 
from  the  canula  of  the  trocar  being  left  in  the 
wound  during  the  difcharge  of  the  lymph. 

Of  the  RADICAL  METHOD 
of  OPERATING  on  the  * 
HYDROCELE. 

To  effedt  this  purpofe,  there  are  four  different 
methods  put  in  practice ;  and  finally  with 
equal  fuccefs  too  :  though  perhaps  notjwith  equal 
lenity*  provided  the  burgeons  be  men  of  expe- 
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rience,  and  have  been  much  accuftomed  to 
the  treatment  of  this  complaint.  The  practices 
by  incifion,  by  cauftic,  by  the  pundture  and 

tent,  and  by  the  feton,  are  the  four  different 

/ 

modes  which  have  long  prevailed  amongft  the 
fkilful  in  forgery  for  the  perfefl:  cure  of  this 
troublefome  complaint ;  and  which  to  this  day 
are  by  different  pradlitioners  recommended,  and 
purfued  on  this  oecafion  ;  fome  giving  prefer 
rence  to  the  mode  by  incifion  ;  fome  to  the 
mode  by  cauftic ;  fome  to  the  pundture  and 
tent ;  and  others  again  to  the  feton  :  by  fome 
there  is  a  fifth  method  added  to  the  four  pre¬ 
ceding,  for  the  radical  cure  of  the  Hydrocele  * 
I  mean,  firft  by  opening  the  tumor  by  incifion, 
and  then  differing  away  the  whole  of  the 
Tunica  Vaginalis ;  but  this  method  is  in  its  na¬ 
ture  fo  tedious,  fo  painful,  fo  unneceffary,  and 
in  its  confequences  fo  dangerous,  that,  for  thefe 
reafons,  I  believe  it  now  has  few,  or  no  advo¬ 
cates  left ;  and  therefore  to  me  it  feems  not 
neceflarv  to  expatiate  or  defcant  upon  it. 
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Of  the  OPERATION,  or  RADICAL 
CURE  of  the  HYDROCELE  of 
the  TUNICA  VAGINLIS  by  IN¬ 
CISION. 

This  method  of  operating,  under  the  hands  of 
the  fkilful,  I  have  long  obferved  to  be  very  ex¬ 
peditious,  fafe,  and  fuccefsful  in  its  confe- 
quencesj  having  never  feen,  that  I  remember, 
any  fatal  effedls  arifing  from  it.  The  only  in- 
ftruments  neceffary  for  this  purpofe,  are  a  (harp 
fmall  knife  conftrudted  with  a  convex  edge  and 
point,  and  a  pair  of  probe  fciffars.  The  beft 
method  I  know  of  performing  the  operation  is 
this :  feat  your  patient  on  a  chair,  or  on  the 
fide  of  his  bed  or  couch  ;  or,  as  being  more 
convenient  to  the  operator,  let  the  patient  ftand 
upright.  Then  with  one  hand  fteadily  embrace 
the  tumor  on  its  upper  part,  and  with  a  knife, 
held  in  your  other  hand,  begin  your  wound  at 
the  upper  and  anterior  part  of  the  tumor,  refo- 
lutely  continuing  it  to  its  inferior  extent;  the 
water  by  this  lncifion  is  fuddenly  evacuated, 
and  the  tumor  disappears;  the  Scrotum  and 
Tunica  Vaginalis  immediately  fubfide  and  lie 
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upon  theTefiicle;  fometimes  the  edges  of  the 
divided  tunic  projeCt  on  each  tide  of  the  Scro¬ 
tum  from,  a  rigidity  which  this  coat  has  ac¬ 
quired  :  if  it  proves  fo,  immediately  remove 
the  projecting  and  hardened  parts  of  the  tunic, 
by  clipping  them  off  with  a  (harp  pair  of  fciffars  ; 
ai-Q,  il  the  incifion  has  not  already  been  made 
Efficiently  long  to  reach  from  one  end  of  the 
nag  to  the  other,  enlarge  the  wound  with 
your  fciffars,  by  introducing  your  fore-finger  of 
the  left  hand  through  the  wounded  tunic,  as  a 
director ;  which,  in  this  flaccid  ftate  of  the  inte¬ 
guments  and  Tunica  Vaginalis,  you  will  find 
may  be  much  more  cornmodioufly  and  expedi- 
tioufly  effected  with  the  fciffars  than  with  the 
knife. 

After  the  operation  is  thus  performed,  drefs 
the  wound  in  a  very  fuperficial  manner  with  dry 
lint,  or  with  a  pledgit  of  lint  fpread  with  fome 
ibft  and  cooling  ointment,  fuch  as  the  Linimen- 
tum  Album,  or  theUnguentum  Saturninum,  or 
the  Unguent,  Florum  Sarnbuci :  over  the  lint  ap¬ 
ply  a  pledgit  of  foft  tow  fpread  with  the  fame 
kind  of  ointment  3  or,  if  you  pleafe,  apply  a  fe- 
cond  larger  pledgit  of  lint  upon  the  firft  :  then 
let  your  patient  be  put  to  bed  ;  or  let  him  lie  in 
an  Caiy,  or  quiet  pollute  upon  a  couch  $  cbferv- 
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ing  to  fufpend  the  parts  in  a  bag  trufs ;  and 
occafionally  to  purfue  fuch  methods  for  the  fa- 

i 

ture  treatment  of  the  difeafe,  as  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  chapter  have  already  been  propofed. 

N.  B.  The  removal  of  the  edges  of  the  dif- 
eafed  Tunica  Vaginalis,  I  have  often  obferved, 
has  been  attended  with  little  or  no  pain;  nor 
does  any  part  of  the  tunic  that  is  left  behind 
become  painful,  till  an  inflammation  fucceeds, 
which  happens  fometimes  fooner,  fometimes 
later  ;  leemingly  in  a  great  meafure  dependent 
upon  different  conflitiitions ;  and  is  a  circum- 
ftance  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  cure  of  the 
difeafe  :  the  inflammation  of  the  whole  tunic 
being  quite  neceffary  to  prevent  difappoint- 
men  to 

»  - 

i  * 

Of  the  OPERATION,  or  RADI¬ 
CAL  CURE  of  the  HYDRO¬ 
CELE  by  CAUSTIC. 

This  method  of  treating  the  difeafe  has  al¬ 
ready  been  fo  judicioufly  and  fatisfadorily 
treated  of,  by  my  ingenious  friend  and  acquain¬ 
tance  Mr.  Elfe,  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  that 
I  think  it  quite  unneceffary  for  me  to  fay  any 
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more  on  this  occafion,  than  to  refer  the  reader, 
for  his  information  and  improvement,  to  the 
fecond  edition  of  Mr.  Elfe’s  pamphlet,  on  the 
fubjed  of  the  cure  of  the  Hydrocele  of  the 
Tunica  Vaginalis  Tefti§. 

Of  the  radical  Cure  of  the 
HYDROCELE  by  the  Puncture 

'■*  *  ■  :  -  ■  %  i  J  v  ■ 

and  Tent, 

-  •  *  .  ;  a 

? 

For  the  purpofe  of  effecting  an  abfojute 
cure  of  the  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  Vagina¬ 
lis  Teflis,  by  this  eafv,  fafe,  and  fimple  method, 
the  only  rules  I  know  of,  neceflary  \o  be  laid 
down,  are  the  following: 

Place  your  patient,  and  pundure  his  Scro¬ 
tum  fufficiently  deep  with  an  impofthume 
launcet,  as  I  have  already  advifed  in  the  chapter 
entitled,  The  palliative  Method  of  operating 
on  the  Plydrocele.”  When  the  contents  of  the 
tumor  are  quite  evacuated,  introduce  a  bit  of 
fponge  tent,  equal  in  hze  with  the  orifice,  and 
about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  length, 
through  the  wounded  Scrotum  and  Tunic, 
having  firft  fecured  the  tent  by  means  of  a  bit 
pf  double  thread  pafled  through  one  end  of  the 

tent, 
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tent,  to  prevent  its  flipping  into  the  cavity  of  the 
Tunic;  and  by  this  means  to  render  it  lefs  diffi¬ 
cult  to  extrad  the  tent  upon  a  future  occafion. 
Cover  the  tent  with  foft  lint,  and  upon  the  lint 
apply  a  bit  of  flicking  plaifter:  fufpend  the  parts 
in  a  bag-trufs,  and  let  your  patient  be  quietly 
kept  either  up  or  in  bed,  as  he  may  chufe : 
preferve  the  tent  in  this  fituation,  with  the 
lint  and  plaifter,  till  an  inflammation  begins  to 
take  place :  now  let  the  plaifter,  the  lint,  and 
the  tent  be  removed ;  and  renew  them  a  fe- 
cond  time,  as  was  at  firft  done.  Repeat  this 
operation  as  often  as  it  may  be  found  fafe  and 
expedient  fo  to  do,  fqr  the  production  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  inflammation  of  the  part.  Treat  your 
patient,  if  you  approve,  as  you  may  hereafter 
obferve  to  have  been  done  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
fubfequent  cafes  ;  to  which  I  take  the  liberty, 
of  referring  my  readers,  as  being,  I  think,  the 
beft  and  moft  fat  is  fa  dory  account  I  can  give 
them  on  this  occalion. 

/ 

CASE  I. 

A.  B.  aged  fixty-three,  about  eight  months 
before  he  applied  to  me,  received  a  blow  upon 
his  Scrotum,  which  foon  afterwards  began  to 
i  fwell ; 
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j well ;  and  fe  it  continued  gradually  to  do  till 
this  time,  without  any  or  at  rnoft  with  very 
little  pain. 

Upon  inquiry,  the  tumor  appeared  to  con¬ 
tain  a  fluid;  which  with  an  impofthume  laun- 
cet  I  evacuated,  to  the  quantity  of  at  leaft  ten 
ounces ;  the  lymph  was  clear,  and  almoft  co- 
lourlefs.  Soon  after  this  operation,  the  fluid 
began  again  to  collect,  which  gradually  in- 
created  till  the  tumor  had  arrived  at  its  for¬ 
mer  fize :  for  this  reafon  the  patient  was  in¬ 
duced  to  folicit  for  farther  relief ;  which  I  af¬ 
forded  him,  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  had  at  firft 
done.  After  the  whole  of  the  lymph  was 
evacuated,  I  introduced  a  hit  of  fponge  tent, 
with  a  needle  and  thread  palled  through  one 
end  of  the  tent,  into  the  orifice  of  the  Scro¬ 
tum  and  Tunica  Vaginalis :  the  tent  was 
adapted  to  the  fize  of  the  pundlure;  and  it  was 
in  length  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch.  Over 
the  tent  I  applied  feme  lint,  and  over  the  lint 
a  bit  of  flicking  plaifter,  with  an  hole  cut 
through  the  plaifter,  for  the  paffage  of  the 
thread  that  was  pafied  through  the  hither  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  tent,  and  was  left  hanging  upon 
the  Scrotum:  for  twenty-four  hours  the  tent 
remained  fixed  in  this  fituation,  without  in¬ 
ducing 
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ducing  pain,  or  producing  any  vifible  effect  on 
the  part.  Seeing  this,  I  permitted  the  tent  to 
continue  till  the  third  day- 

The  Scrotum  now  began  to  appear  feme*- 
what  indurated,  and  it  was  generally  inflamed  : 
for  thefe  reafons  I  removed  the  tent,  and  fu- 
perficially  d refled  the  wound  with  yellow  Ba- 
filicon  fpread  on  a  foft  pledgit  of  lint;  after¬ 
wards  covering  and  immerfmg  the  whole  Scro¬ 
tum  in  a  cataplafm,  compofed  of  flale  crumbs 
of  bread  and  milk ;  to  which  was  added  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  lallad-oil,  for  the  purpofe 
of  keeping  this  application  fufflciently  moift 
and  loft. 

On  the  fourth  day  fucceeding  the  operation, 
a  fmall  quantity  of  thin  matter  oozed  through 
the  orifice  :  from  this  time,  to  the  end  of  the 
fourteenth  day,  the  difcharge  continued  gra¬ 
dually  to  increafe  ;  and  on  one  fide  of  the  ori¬ 
fice  a  fmall,  foft,  elevated  tumor,  containing 
matter,  Ihewed  itielf :  this  Abfcefs  I  opened  bv 
incifion,  and  thus  evacuated  about  an  ounce  of 
thick  matter.  From  this  time  the  difcharge 
from  the  firft  orifice  was  much  leflened ; 
and  it  continued  dimmifhlng,  till  the  wound 
was  perfectly  healed ;  which  happened  in  a  few 
days  afterwards* 


The 
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The  once  inflamed  tunics  now  appeared  to 
adhere  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  no  fpace 
nor  cavity  remained  betwixt  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  theTunica  Vaginalis  Teftis  and  the  ex¬ 
ternal  furface  of  the  Tunica  Albuginea  ;  and 
thus  a  perfed  cure  was  effected, 

N.B.  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the 
pain  and  fyjnptomatic  fever,  which  attended 
the  progrefs  of  this  cure,  were  fo  mild  as  to 
render  it  unneceffary  for  the  patient  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed  for  a  longer  time  than  two 
days ;  for  which  reafon  too,  evacuations, 
opiates,  and  febrifuge  medicines,  were,  in  this 
infiance,  rendered  ulelefs.  This  was  a  Angle 
Hydrocele. 


CASE  II, 

G.  W.  aged  fifty-eight,  applied  to  me  oq 
account  of  a  tumor  on  one  fide  of  his  Scro¬ 
tum;  which,  from  the  fluctuation  of  the  con¬ 
tents,  as  well  as  from  his  having  no  pain  oq 
the  part  but  fuch  as  proceeded  from  diftenfion, 
and  his  being  in  a  good  ftate  of  health,  made 
it  eafy  to  difcover  what  the  nature  of  the  cafe 

was 
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was :  he  afcribed  the  caufe  of  his  complaint  to 
a  blow. 

I  tapped  the  Scrotum,  on  its  moft  depending 
and  prominent  part,  with  an  impofthume  laun- 
eet ;  by  which  operation  a  pint  of  clear  and 
yellowifh  lytnph  was  very  fpeedily  evacuated : 
and  without  pain,  or  any  future  inconvenience 
than  a  relapfe  into  the  fame  diforder. 

When  the  tumor  began  again  to  become 

troublefome,  on  account  of  its  fize  and  weight, 

he  applied  to  me  for  farther  relief;  which  I 

afforded  him  by  the  fame  eafy  and  expeditious 

method  I  had  at  firft  done ;  and,  agreeably  to 

his  defire,  I  attempted  the  radical  cure,  juft 

as  was  effe&ed  in  the  cafe  of  A.  B.  The  tent 

was  left  to  remain  in  the  orifice  foi  forty- 

eight  hours;  at  the  end  of  this  time  I  removed 

the  tent  of  fponge,  and  in  its  place  I  fubftituted 

a  tent  of  lint,  fecured  by  tying  one  end  of  it 

with  a  thread.  The  fymptoms  that  happened 

in  this  inftance  were  not  fo  favourable  as  they 

♦ 

were  in  the  cafe  of  A.  B. ;  for,  on  the  firft 
night  after  the  operation,  the  man  was  reft- 
lefs;  and  on  the  next  day  at  noon  he  com¬ 
plained  of  an  uneafy  fenfation  in  his  Abdomen: 
on  the  third  day  after  the  operation,  the  Scro¬ 
tum,  upon  infpeftion,  feemed  fomewhat  in¬ 
flamed 
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flamed,  having  affumed  a  fmooth  and  fliining 
appearance.  The  part  was  very  tender,  and 
painful  upon  being  preffed  on  with  the  fingers ; 
and  he  now  complained  of  pain,  extending 
up  with  the  courfe  of  the  fpermatic  chord  to 
the  loins.  To  relieve  the  uneafinefs  in  his 
bowels,  a  warm  emollient  clyfter  was  admi- 
niftered  by  way  of  internal  fomentation,  and 
at  the  fame  time  with  hopes  of  procuring  a 
gentle  evacuation  by  ftool ;  which  happened 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  after  the  clyf- 
ter  was  given.  The  night  of  the  operation, 
and  on  the  following  night,  an  anodyne  was 
adminiftered.  The  third  day  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  the  patient  was  taken  fick,  accompanied 
by  retchings  to  vomit,  and  a  flight  fever : 
thefe  fymptoms  were  relieved  by  the  faline 
draught  adminiftered,  and  repeated  at  proper 
intervals ;  obferving,  at  the  fame  time,  to  keep 
the  body  moderately  open  ;  which  purpofe  was 
effected  by  occafionally  adding  a  gentle  purga¬ 
tive  to  the  faline  draughts.  On  the  fourth  day 
the  tent  w^as  omitted ,  and  the  wound  was  in 
all  refpefts  treated  as  was  done  in  the  cafe  of 
A.  B.  On  the  fifth  day  the  lips  of  the  wound 
had  put  on  a  fwollen  or  turgid  appearance; 
and  thereby  the  orifice,  for  the  prefent,  was 
2  obftrudted. 
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obftrufled.  The  man  was  confined  to  his  bed 
from  the  fecond  day,  and  was  treated  as  is 
ufually  done  by  the  fkilful  in  fimilar  cafes. 
Laft  night  he  dept  very  Well;  and  his  retch¬ 
ings  and  ficknefs  are  very  much  abated,  but 
not  quite  removed.  At  intervals  he  (till  com-* 
plains  of  yneafy  fenfations  in  his  belly ;  and 
his  pulfe  now  appearing  more  full,  hard,  and 
quick,  than  had  hitherto  been  obferved,  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  take  eight  or  nine  ounces 
ot  blood  from  one  of  his  arms  ;  which  much 
relieved  him.  On  the  feventh  day  the  orifice 
gaped  ;  its  tumefied  lips  began  to  fubfide  ;  and 
a  difcharge  of  thin  matter  iffued  forth  in  a 
fmall  quantity:  the  tumor  and  inflammation 
ol  the  Scrotum  remain  in  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree.  He  ftill  keeps  his  bed ;  and  the  fame 
dreffings  are  continued  to  be  applied  as  before: 
his  ficknefs  and  retchings  have  quite  difap- 
peared  ;  and  fince  yefterday  he  has  had  three 
ftools.  The  parts  have  acquired  a  ftoney  hard- 
nefs ;  and  from  the  ftretch  which  the  integu¬ 
ments  are  put  upon,  the  fwelling  refembles  all 
uniformly  diftended  and  hard  body,  leaving  no 
evident  diftinftion  or  reparation  of  parts :  m 
fhort,  the  tumor  perfectly  refembled  a  vene¬ 
real  Hernia  Humoralis  of  a  fevere  kind.  From 

this 
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this  time  there  were  no  return^  of  ficknefs,  dr 
pains  in  the  Abdomen :  there  is  an  increafe  of 
the  difcharge  from  the  orifice  of  the  Scrotum, 
and  the  tumor  begins  to  foften.  The  pulfe  is 
now  become  fofter  and  quieter.  He  has  a  de¬ 
fire  of  eating  lolids  but  at  prefent  that  is  not 
complied  with 4 

On  the  ninth  day  the  difcharge  from  the 
wound  was  inereafed ;  the  lips  of  the  wound 
begin  to  fubfide,  and  to  recede  from  each 
other;  and  the  matter  is  become  more  thick 
and  white  than  before :  he  has  good  nights; 
but,  occafionally,  it  is  hill  found  neceflary  to 
keep  open  the  body  with  clyfters. 

Tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  four- 
teenth  days,  tne  Scrotum  and  its  contents  con¬ 
tinue  to  difcharge,  and  the  hardnefs  and  fize  of 
the  tumor  gradually  diminifh  ;  fo  that  the 
parts  have  at  length,  in  a  good  degree,  loft 
their  tenfion,  and  admit  of  being  handled  with 
very  little  pain.  The  patient  is  now  indulged 
with  folids ;  but  it  is  ftill  neceflary  to  keep  the 
body  in  an  horizontal  pofition. 

On  the  fifteenth  or  fixteenth  day  the  Scro¬ 
tum  burft  in  two  different  places,  near  the  ori¬ 
ginal  pun&ure;  from  which  openings  there  if- 
fued  a  considerable  quantity  of  matter,  mixed 

with 
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with  a  fmall  flough.  From  this  day  perfect 
eafe  fucceeded  ;  and  the  tumor  and  inflamma¬ 
tion  were  in  a  few  days  afterwards  removed. 
The  wounds  from  this  time  healed  very  faft; 
and,  in  fhort,  within  the  fpace  of  four  weeks, 
the  patient  was  in  all  refpefts  perfectly  well : 
to  all  appearance,  leaving  the  fame  veftiges 
and  confequences,  as  happened  in  the  preceding 
in  fiance,  as  lo  many  proofs  of  his  being  radi¬ 
cally  cured  of  his  troublefome  diforder. 

i 

% 

CASE  III. 

J.  B.  an  healthy  young  man,  aged  thirty- 
two,  about  nine  months  fince  was  attacked 
with  a  tumor  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Scrotum  ; 
the  caufe  of  which  he  afcribed  to  a  ftrain. 
From  that  time  the  tumor  increafed,  till  he 
applied  for  my  afliftance;  which  was  in  three 
months  after  he  nrft  complained.  With  an 
impofthume  launcet  I  evacuated  the  lymphatic 
contents  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis:  by  this 
means  the  fwelling  was  totally  reduced,  and 
the  patient  for  the  prefent  fufficiently  re¬ 
lieved. 
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In  fix  months  afterwards,  on  the  like  occa« 
fion,  he  made  a  fecond  application  to  me :  by 
the  fame  means  as  before,  I  relieved  him* 
Through  the  puncture  of  the  Scrotum  a  fmall 
portion  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis,  in  a  loofe  and 
flaccid  ft  ate,  iffued  forth  :  as  foon  as  the  lymph 
was  wholly  evacuated ;  with  a  pair  of  fciffars  I 
fnipt  off  fo  much  of  the  Tunic,  or  Cvft,  as  pro¬ 
truded.  Afterwards  I  introduced  a  bit  of  pre¬ 
pared  fponge  tent,  nearly  refembiing  the  fize 
and  fhape  of  the  orifice,  and  in  length  about 
three  fourths  of  an  inch  :  the  tent  I  covered 
with  a  bit  of  lint ;  and  the  lint  with  adhefive 
plaifter  :  which  for  the  three  following  days 
were  retained  in  the  fame  fituation :  at  the 
end  of  this  time,  the  lips  of  the  orifice  and  its 
neighbouring  parts  appearing  to  be  very  little 
1  we  Lied  or  inflamed,  a  fecond  fponge  tent,  re¬ 
fembiing  the  former,  was  introduced,  and  kept 
in  the  Scrotum  till  the  fifth  dav.  The  inflam- 

•J 

mation  and  tumor  being  as  yet  very  flight, 
and  the  patient  complaining  of  little  pain,  I 
was  induced  to  ufe  the  fponge  tent  a  third  time : 
and  to  continue  it  in  the  wound  till  the  fe- 
venth  day.  Upon  infpedting  the  parts,  the 
Scrotum  on  its  right  fide  had  afi'umed  an  in¬ 
flammatory  appearance :  the  parts  felt  hard  ; 

and, 
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and,  upon  the  Scrotum  being  lightly  prefi’ed, 
a  fmall  quantity  of  thin  matter  was  dif- 
charged. 

The  patient,  as  yet,  complains  of  little  or 
no  pain  :  walks  about,  as  if  nothing  had  been 
done  ;  and,  hitherto,  no  medicine  but  an  open¬ 
ing  infufion  has  been  thought  expedient. 

From  this  time,  till  the  tenth  or  eleventh 
day,  the  patient  was  free  from  pain  or  fever; 
for  which  reafon,  the  fponge  tent  was  every  day 
introduced,  as  at  firft. 

On  the  tenth  and  eleventh  days,  a  good  deal 
of  thin  matter  was  difcharged  through  the  ori¬ 
fice  :  the  neighbouring  parts  appearing  fome- 
what  inflamed,  and  confiderably  indurated. 

On  the  eleventh  day,  in  the  evening,  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  a  rigor:  this 
lymptom  was  fucceeded  by  an  increafe  of  in- 
flammation,  and  pain  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
Scrotum ;  and  the  man  complained  of  the  pain 
extending  to  the  groin  of  the  fame  fide. 

On  the  thirteenth  day,  the  enlargement  and 
inflammation  of  the  pun&ured  fide  were  in- 
creafed ;  but  fince  yefterday  the  pain  was  lef- 
fened. 

Ever  fince  the  eleventh  day  the  patient  has 
been  confined  to  his  bed  :  clvfters  are  occa- 
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fionally  admtniftered ;  and  the  faline  draughts, 
fometimes  alone,  and  fometimes  with  the  pow¬ 
der  of  the  Contrayerva  root',  are  given  at  pro¬ 
per  intervals.  There  has  been  neither  pain 
nor  tendon  of  the  Abdomen  ;  nor  has  there 
been  any  complaint  in  the  loins. 

To-day,  on  his  endeavouring  to  rife  from- 
bed,  he  complained  of  great  languidnefs ; 
fo  that  it  was  irkfome  to  him  to  fit  up 
more  than  half  an  hour. 

From  the  thirteenth  to  the  fifteenth  or  fif¬ 
teenth  day,  the  tumor  and  inflammation  of  the 
Scrotum  and  its  contents  increafed:  the  Scro¬ 
tum,  upon  being  {lightly  touched,  was  pain¬ 
ful.  He  has  very  little  fever;  and  his  nights 
are  quiet  and  compofed,  without  the  ufe  of 
anodynes. 

On  the  feventeenth  day  he  complained  of 
depreffion  and  lownefs  of  fpirits  :  which  dil- 
agreeable  Symptoms  were  loon  removed  by  the 
afliftance  of  cordial  medicines. 

The  wound  now  difcharges  freely ;  which 
is,  and  has  been  for  feveral  days,  treated  fuper- 
ficially  with  foft  digeftive  ointments,  and  emol¬ 
lient  fuppurative  cataplafms,  as  ought  always 
to  be  done  in  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe. 

,  Jf  ,  . 
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From  this  time  the  tumor  varied  but  little, 
till  the  nineteenth  or  twentieth  day;  when  a 
dwelling,  which  for  a  few  days  had  been  ad¬ 
vancing,  burft  of  itfelf ;  and  difcharged  a  good 
deal  of  matter.  This  Abfcefs  was  iituated  on 
the  anterior  part,  and  about  the  middle  of  the 
Scrotum. 

For  the  two  laft  nights  the  man  refted  but 
little;  which  watchfulnefs  he  afcribed  to  no 
other  caufe  than  his  being  continually  confined 
to  bed,  which  he  was  not  ufed  to. 

Within  a  month  the  wounds  were  healed, 
and  the  induration  of  the  Scrotum  was  re- 

,  i  \ 

moved:  but  this  cure  was  not  fo  complete  as 
were  the  two  preceding ;  for  on  the  fuperior 
and  exterior  part  of  the  Scrotum,  near  to  the 
Septum  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis,  there  was  a 
fmall  quantity  of  lymph  deposited,  and  retained 
in  that  portion  of  the  Tunic  which  had 
efcaped  the  inflammation:  however,  the  in¬ 
convenience  from  thefe  flight  remains  of  the 
diforder  the  patient  confidered  as  quite  trifling; 
and  he  went  away  perfectly  happy  with  the 
fuccefs  of  his  operation. 

But,  before  he  left  me,  I  pundtured  the  Cyft 
with  a  launcet,  and  evacuated  the  contents ; 
which  were  fmall  in  quantity,  and  not  at  all 
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tinged  with  blood.  This  I  did  more  through 
curiofity  than  necefiity,  and  that  this  account 
might  be  rendered  more  perfe£l  and  fatisfactory 
than  it  otherwife  could  have  been. 

CASE  IV. 

i.  \  * 

—  Efquire,  a  gentleman  of  diftinftion, 
fome  time  ago,  called  upon  me,  with  his  fami¬ 
ly  phvhcian  and  furgeon,  to  confult  me  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  very  large  tumor  which  poflefled 
the  Scrotum.  We  all  agreed  that  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  fwelling  were  fluid;  and  it  was  at 
the  fame  time  fufpeSed  that  the  fluid  was  un¬ 
commonly  thick.  The  complaint  had  been  of 
many  years  {landing,  and  had  never  been  pain¬ 
ful  to  any  important  degree  ;  but,  on  account 
of  its  fize  and  weight,  it  was  now  become  fo 
inconvenient  to  the  gentleman,  as  to  render  it 
nfeceffary  for  him  to  apply  for  relief.  The  in¬ 
teguments  of  the  Scrotum  were  confiderably 
thickened  ;  but  not  at  all  difcoloured. 

We  determined  upon  making  an  opening 
into  the  interior  part  of  the  Scrotum  ;  which, 
in  the  ufual  manner,  I  did  with  an  impofthume 
lau ncet  of  the  largeft  fize.  Upon  the  firfl  in¬ 
troduction 
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ti*odu£lion  of  the  launcet,  little  or  nothing  fol¬ 
lowed;  for  which  reafon  I  introduced  the  laun¬ 
cet  a  fecond  time  into  the  wound,  and  thereby 
moderately  enlarged  it :  a  thick  clay- colon  red 
difcharge  {lowly  iffued  through  this  large  ori¬ 
fice,  and  in  quantity  pretty  nearly  a  pint  and 
half :  but  there  apparently  remained  behind  a 
confiderable  deal  of  fomething  Hill  more  vifcid 
than  what  had  been  evacuated ;  of  which  the 
patient  was  apprized.  Some  hours  afterwards, 
as  I  was  informed  by  his  furgeon,  the  orifice 
opened  :  the  drefiings  fell  oft,  and  gave  vent  to 
a  confiderable  deal  of  gelatinous  liquor,  mixed 
with  folid  lumps  refembling  wetted  clay.  A 
few  days  after  the  firft  operation,  I  was  defired 
to  vifit  this  gentleman  at  his  own  houfe  :  upon 
infpeding  the  part,  and  feeing  the  orifice  ft  ill 
remain  open,  and  that  through  the  orifice  more 
or  lefs  of  a  vifcid  or  gelatinous  fluid  was  every 
day  difcharged,  I  advifed  the  introduction  ot  a 
fponge  tent :  which  was  readily  complied  with, 
and  that  the  whole  Scrotum  fhould  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Cataplafma  Maturansof  the 'Lon¬ 
don  Difpenfatory.  For  fome  time  this  method 
-  was  purfued ;  and  an  inflammation  of  the 
whole  Scrotum  was  gradually  brought  on  :  for 
fome  weeks  the  difcharge  continued  in  mode- 

F  4  rate 


I 


[  72.  ) . 

rate  quantities.  At  length  the  Scrotum  im~ 
pofthumated,  and  burft  on  its  exterior  and 
middie .  part ;  from  whence  a  great  deal  of 
very  foetid  matter  was  difcharged.  By  fuper- 
ficiai  deter  live  dreffings,  and  by  the  ufe  of 
difcutient  plaifters,  joined  with  the  bark  given 
at  proper  intervals,  the  whole  Scrotum  was  re¬ 
duced  to  its  natural  fize ;  and  the  patient,  in 
all  refpefts,  is  now  perfectly  well. 

This  gentleman  is  betwixt  fixty  and  feventy 
years  old;  and  now  enjoys  a  better  ftate  of 

health  than  he  had  for  feme  time  done  before 
the  operation. 

During  the  procefs  of  this  cure,  the  fym- 
ptomatic  fever  was  fo  flight  as  to  render  it  un- 
neceflary  for  him  to  be  confined  to  his  bed  ; 
and,  although  this  was  a  fingle  Hydrocele,  it 
was  neverthelels  of  fo  confiderable  a  fize  and 
extent,  as  feemingly  to  pofiefs  the  whole 

Scrotum:  leaving  no  vifible  diftinciion  of 
parts,. 
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Of  the  RADICAL  METHOD  of 
OPERATING  by  the  SETON. 

I  .  ,  ^  *  . 

If  this  method  of  operating  fhould  upon  any 
occafion  be  preferred  to  either  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  ;  the  ufe  of  one  inftrument  inftead  of  more 
will  be  found  exceedingly  eafy  to  the  operator; 
as  well  as  more  expeditious  and  lefs  painful  to 
the  patient.  For  this  purpofe,  the  inftrument 
I  recommend  is  a  filver  needle  of  a  convex 
form ;  in  length  about  fix  inches,  and  tipped 
with  a  fharp  fteel  point. 

Through  the  eye  of  the  needle  fhould  be 
pafTed  a  narrow  white  fattin  ribbon,  or  piece 
of  fine  tape,  about  ten  or  eleven  inches  long,  as 
being  in  their  texture  infeparable  and  lefs  likely 
to  injure  the  Tunica  Albuginea  and  Tefticle, 
by  eafily  flipping  over  the  furface  of  that  coat; 
and  by  this  means  to  prevent  the  cure  from  being 
retarded,  as  has  been  experienced  when  a  fkain 
of  filk  was  ufed.  The  ribbon,  or  tape,  may  be 
rendered  more  foft,  fmooth,  and  flippery,  than 
it  naturally  is,  by  firft  anointing  it  with  oil,  or 
pomatum. 
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The  mode  of  operating  may  be  as  follows : 
Introduce  the  point  of  the  needle  through  the 
fuperior,  and  anterior  part  of  the  tumor,  or 
through  its  fuperior  and  exterior  part,  with 
the  convex  fide  of  this  inftrument  looking  to¬ 
wards  the  Tefiicle;  direct  it  downwards  to 
the  lower  end  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  and 
Scrotum ;  and  there  pundure  the  integuments 
quite  through  ;  afterwards  conveying  the  needle 
and  ligature  downwards,  til)  the  ligature  has 
palled  fufficiently  for  the  intended  purpofe  of 
being  properly  fecured  in  its  place  by  tying 
both  ends  of  the  firing  together,  or  by  fecuring 
them  from  flipping  through,  by  any  other  means 
that  may  be  thought  more  eligible. 

For  the  fpaceof  forty-eight  hours  let  the  rib¬ 
bon  remain  unmoved :  then  obferve  carefully 
to  draw  it  upwards  and  downwards,  once  or 
twice  a  day,  as  may  be  thought  necefiary. 
Treat  your  patient  in  the  fame  general  manner 
as  has  already  been  advifed,  with  fuch  difference 
as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  may  occafionally  re¬ 
quire. 

In  this  method  of  operating  for  the  purpofe 
of  effeding  a  radical  cure  of  the  Hydrocele ; 
as  well  as  in  every  other  method  that  is  prac- 
tifed  with  this  defign :  we  muft  not  only  ex- 
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peflr,  but  endeavour  to  bring  about,  a  temporary 
and  general  inflammation  of  the  part,  together 
with  induration,  enlargement,  and  fuppuration  ; 
and  by  thefe  means  to  caufe  a  perfefl:  adhefion 
of  the  tunics  of  the  Tefticle  ;  or  to  deftroy  the 
Tunica  Vaginalis:  for,  unlefs  the  one  or  the 
other  of  thefe  effects  is  produced,  a  relapfe  into 
the  fame  diforder  is  to  be  expefted.  For 
whenever  either  of  thefe  four  methods  fhall,  in 
preference  to  another,  be  recommended,  as  be¬ 
ing  free  from  inflammation,  pain,  fymptomatic 
fever,  tumor,  and  fuppuration  ;  it  is  indirectly 
declaring,  that  fuch  method  will  not  prove  effec¬ 
tual. 

As  the  Tefticle  and  Epididymis  are  fixed  to 
the  internal  and  pofterior  furface  of  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis  Teftis;  there  will  be  no  rifque  of 
wounding  either  of  them,  if  the  anatomy  of 
the  part  be  properly  and  previoufly  confidered. 

For  an  account  of  the  fy  nip  to  ms  and  fuccefs, 
which  have  attended  the  operation  by  the  Se- 
ton,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  Mr. 
Pott's  ingenious  work  on  this  fubjeCt:  and  to 
Mr.  Elfe’s  treatifeon  the  Hydrocele  of  the  Tu- 
*  nica  Vaginalis  Teftis. 

Of 


Of  a  SCHIRRHUS  of  the 
TESTICLE. 


When  a  gland,  of  the  conglobate,  or  con¬ 
glomerate  kind,  has  for  fotne  time  been  en¬ 
larged,  and  indurated;  and  fuch  enlargement 
and  induration  are  not  attended  with  pain  or 
inflammation  ;  or  a  duiky  livid-coloured  com¬ 
plexion  of  the  integuments ;  or  a  diftenfion 
and  contorted  form  of  the  veins;  or  with  any, 
or  at  moft  with  a  fmall  degree  of  inequality  of 
furface ;  fuch  a  difeafed  date  of  the  parts,  from 
their  freedom  from  decolouration,  from  their 
exemption  from  pain,  from  their  equality  of 
furface,  from  their  peculiar  hardnefs  and  ftony 
refiftance  to  the  touch,  is  ufually  by  furgeons 
denominated  a  fchirrhus  :  but  when  a  fchirr- 
hous  tumor  is  accompanied  with  all,  or  moft  of 
thele  appearances,  the  difcafe  is  then  termed  a 
cancer.  If  the  integuments  be  whole,  the  tu¬ 
mor  is  called  an  occult  cancer  :  if  the  integu¬ 
ments  be  ruptured,  the  tumor  is  called  an  ulce¬ 
rated  cancer*, 
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The  words  Schirrhus,  Induration,  and  Hard- 
nefs,  are  in  faft  fynonymous  terms,  but  derived 
from  different  languages.  *  * 

However^  it  muff  be  acknowledged,  that  al¬ 
though  the  preceding  words  fignify  the  fame 
thing ;  neverthelefs  I  think,  when  they  are  in- 
difcriminately  applied,  they  do  not  fufficiently 
characterize  the  ex  aft  nature  and  make  of  a 
fchirrhous  fwelling t  nor  do  they  fatisfaftorily 
enough  explain  the  true  difference  betwixt  this 
fpecies  of  tumor ;  and  luch  tumors,  though 
perhaps  equally  hard,  as  are  found  to  be  of  a 
more  innocent,  and  mild  nature. 

All  parts  of  the  body,  as  well  fuch,  which 
from  their  peculiar  conftruftion,  by  anatomifts 
and  furgeons  are  treated  of  under  the  head  of 
glands,  as  well  as  thofe  parts  which,  from  their 
very  different  conftruftion  and  ufe,  are  by  no 
means  entitled  to  this  definition,  are  obferved 
to  be  liable  in  feme  confutations,  proceeding 
from  internal  caufes,  as  well  as  from  external 
injuries,  to  fuch  attacks  and  changes  as  thefe 
are :  and  from  diffeftions  it  may  in  many  in- 
fiances  be  fairly  demonftrated,  that  enlarged, 
hard,  and  ftubborn  glandular  tumors,  are  as  ef- 
fentially  different  from  each  other,  as  cartilage 

differs  from  bone  :  or  as  cartilage  is  found  to 
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differ  from  fat :  for  the  very  fat  will  fometimes 
change  into  a  fchirrhus.  However,  it  mu  ft  at  the 
fame  time  be  obferved,  that  every  fchirrhus  has  a 
Honey  hardnefs ;  and  in  every  refpedt  is  truly 
an  induration  :  though  every  hardnefs,  even  of 
the  longeft  duration,  does  not  always  termi¬ 
nate,  or  degenerate  into  a  fchirrhus,  or  cancer. 
Since  then  thefe  kind  of  tumors  are  fometimes 
found  fo  efifentially  to  differ  from  each  other 
in  their  nature  and  texture,  they  are  often 
known  likewife  in  a  fimilar  degree  to  vary  in 
their  mildnefs  and  malignity  :  and  for  thefe  ob¬ 
vious  reafons  are  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  fub- 
mit  to,  or  to  refill,  the  efficacy  and  powers  both 
of  external  and  internal  remedies. 

Thofe  parts  of  a  gland  which  are  already 
become  confirmed  fchirrhi,  by  changing  their 
original  deiicately-conftru&ed  fubftance  into  a 
cartilaginous  or  griftly  confidence,  are  almoft 
always  found  to  reman  unalterable  :  whilft  an 
indurated  gland,  that  is  not  truly  fchirrhous,  or 
thofe  neighbouring  parts  of  a  fchirrhous  tu¬ 
mor  which  do  not  partake  of  the  cartilaginous 
confidence  fhall  admit  of  being  confiderably  re¬ 
lieved  ;  and  in  fo  great  a  degree  too,  as  fome¬ 
times  to  render  the  extirpation  of  a  part  unne- 
ceffary;  by  which  means  a  painful  and  dange¬ 
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rous  operation  is  avoided,  and  an  ufeful  mem¬ 
ber  is  preferved. 

That  this  is  a  fad:,  may  be  proved  in  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  Epididymis,  and  fometimes  of  the 
Teflicles  themfelves,  attended  with  enlarge¬ 
ment  and  induration :  as  well  as  in  indurated 
tumors  of  the  falivary,  and  of  the  lymphatic 
glands  of  the  Neck,  Groin,  and  Axilla ;  as  is 
well  enough  known  to  furgeons  of  obfervation 
and  experience  :  and  as  a  farther  proof  of  the 
reafonablenefs  of  this  dodrine,  I  take  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  fubjoining  the  hiftories  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafes,  which  within  thefe  few  years 
have  fallen  under  my  infpedion  and  manage¬ 
ment. 

\ 

C  A  S  E  I. 

A  gentleman  of  a  healthy  appearance,  and 
about  thirty  ,years  of  age,  applied  to  me, 
in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  of  mind,  on  account 
of  a  confiderable  indurated  and  uniformly 
fmooth  tumor  of  one  of  the  Teflicles;  with 
which  he  had  been  troubled  for  many  months. 
He  informed  me,  that  he  was  a  married  man, 
and  had  been  fo  tor  the  fpace  of  a  year ;  and 
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th&t  he  could  not  in  the  lead:  account  for  the 
caufe  of  his  complaint.  There  was  no  deco¬ 
louration  of  the  Scrotum  ;  nor  had  he  ever  ex¬ 
perienced  any  more  than  a  fmall  degree  of  pain 
in  the  part*  and  that  at  uncertain  intervals. 
He  told  me,  he  totally  defpaired  of  any  relief, 
but  from  the  extirpation  of  the  part :  which 
operation  had  been  ftrongly  recommended  to 
him  by  an  experienced  furgeon  of  his  acquain¬ 
tance;  under  whofe  care  he  had  for  many 
weeks  been  :  during  this  time,  the  patient  had 
freely  ufed  mercurial  fridions  to  the  affeded 
part ;  and  had  at  proper  intervals  taken  feveral 
purges  ;  but  without  effed. 

However,  I  afforded  the  patient  very  great 
confolation,  by  telling  him,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  to  appearance  the  cafe  was  unfavourable, 
yet  I  did  not  confider  it  as  hopelefs;  and  that 
if  at  laid  an  operation  fliould  be  found  expedi¬ 
ent,  it  might  probably  with  as  great  propriety 
be  done  fome  time  hence,  as  at  prefent,  and 
with  an  equal  probability  of  fuccefs  too;  and 
that  in  the  interim  he  might  poffibly  be  fo  far 
relieved  as  to  render  the  extirpation  of  the 
part  unneceffary. 

From  this  time  he  delired  to  commit  him- 
felf  to  my  care.  I  began  with  giving  him 
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fonie  mercurial  purges ;  after  he  had  taken  two 
or  three  dofes  of  this  phytic,  I  put  him  into  a 
courfe  of  the  Extra&um  Cicutse,  beginning  with 
fmall  quantities  of  this  medicine,  and  gradually 
increafing  it. 

With  the  Cicuta  I  joined  the  Deco&um  Cor- 
ticis ;  at  the  fame  time  I  ordered  the  tumor  to 

i  - 

be  twice  a  day  fomented  with  a  flrong  decoc¬ 
tion  of  the  leaves  of  the  Cicuta  boiled  in  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  afterwards  to  be  covered  with  a  cata- 
plafm  of  the  fame  leaves  mixed  with  the  decoc¬ 
tion,  and  foftened  with  oil. 

For  near  four  months  this  method  was  pur- 
fued  :  at  the  end  of  this  time,  the  tumor  of 
the  Tefticle  was  removed;  and  now  there  re¬ 
mained  only  a  fmall  degree  of  induration  and 
enlargement  of  the  Epididymis.  Thefe  re¬ 
mains  were  finally  perfectly  difperfed,  by  wear¬ 
ing  a  plaifter  compofed  of  mercury,  foap,  and 
gum  Ammoniacum.  Since  then,  this  gentleman 
has  had  no  return  of  his  complaint,  and  he 
now  enjoys  a  good  ftate  of  health.  Several 
years  are  elapfed  finee  this  cure  was  com- 
pleated. 

'  .  *■ '  -  i  .  •  •  .  'V  > 
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CASE  II. 

i 
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About  three  years  fince,  a  young  gentleman, 
not  quite  twenty  years  old,  applied  for  my  opi¬ 
nion  relative  to  a  diforder  in  one  of  his  Tefti- 
cles,  with  which  he  had  been  for  a  great 
while  affli&ed,  as  he  informed  me ;  and  that 
after  having  for  a  confiderable  time  followed 
the  directions  of  a  furgeon  of  eminence  with¬ 
out  any  effect,  he  was  in  coniultation  advifed  to 
part  with  the  Tefticle.  With  reluctance  it 
feems  he  affented  to  the  proportion  ;  but  the 
day  was  appointed  for  the  operation ;  when 
the  hour  was  arrived,  and  every  thing  ready 
for  the  purpoie  ;  the  young  gentleman  on  a 
hidden  was  fo  intimidated,  that  he  retraced  his 
former  refolution,  and  would  not  fubmit. 
Soon  after  this,  in  great  diftrefs  of  mind,  he 
and  his  father  paid  me  a  vifit  >  and  on  this  ec- 
cafion  they  confulted  me. 

Not  as  ye,t  having  been  informed  of  what 
had  happened,  or  with  whom  he  had  advifed, 

I  gave  him  fome  hopes  of  faving  the  Tefticle. 
IHrom  this  time  he  delired,  under  my  directions, 
to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  care  of  the  family  fur- 
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geon.  Upon  examining  the  difeafed  Teflicle, 
it  appeared  very  little  larger  than  the  other; 
and  he  faid  he  had  never  had  much  pain  in  the 
part ;  there  was  no  difcolouration  on  the  fldn  ; 
the  Scrotum  was  fmooth  and  uniform ;  but 
upon  carefully  feeling  the  Tefticle,  it  appeared 
a  little  irregular  in  its  make.  I  began  with 
giving  the  yoong  gentleman  a  mercurial  purge, 
which  at  proper  intervals  was  two  or  three 
times  repeated :  after  he  had  thus  been  fuffici- 
ently  purged,  it  was  agreed  to  put  him  into  a 
courfe  of  Extra&um  Cicutae,  and  the  Decodtum 
Corticis,  together  with  a  fomentation  and  ca~ 
taplafm  of  the  Cicuta  ufed  to  the  part.  From 
this  time  the  young  gentleman  gradually  reco¬ 
vered  ;  and  in  a  few  months  got  quite  well. 

> 

OBSERVATION. 

Thefe  diforders  were  fuch,  I  think,  as  may 
with  propriety  be  rather  comprifed  under  the 
head  of  induration,  than  fchirrhus ;  for  had  the 
difeafed  Tefticles  been  confirmed  fchirrhi,  it  is 
probable  that  all  efforts  to  remove  thefe  tu¬ 
mors,  would  have  been  unfuccefsful :  and  that 
the  malignity,  and  ftubbornefs  of  the  difeafe 
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■would  have  proved  fo  great*  as  probably  to 
have  ended  unfavourably;  and,  fooner  or  later, 
might  have  required  iuch  treatment  as  was  at 
firft  incautioufly  advifed. 


Of  a  SCHIRRUS  and  CANCER 
OF  THE  TESTIS, 


When  an  enlargement  and  induration  of  the 
Tefticle  is  degenerated  into  a  Schirrus,  and  the 
Teflis  is  arrived  at  fo  confiderable  a  fize  as,  on 
account  of  its  bulkinefs  and  weight,  to  become 
m  a  great  degree  troubiefome  and  inconvenient 
to  the  patient :  notwithstanding,  in  this  Rage 
of  the  difeafe,  there  (hall  be  but  little  pain; 
yet  there  being  no  probability  left  of  leflening 
the  tumor,  either  by  local  applications  or  in¬ 
ternal  remedies ;  but  on  the  contrary  it  is 
found  to  increafe ;  for  this  reafon  it  is,  in  fome 
kiflances,  found  expedient  to  advife  the  extir¬ 
pation  of  the  part,  as  the  only  relief  that  can 
be  given  under  this  unfavourable  circu na¬ 
il  ance. 

When  the  tumor  is  negledled  till  it  becomes 
cancerous,  it  Rill  more  immediately  demands 
a  compliance  with  this  meafure  ;  becaufe  of  the 

great 
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great  pain  with  which  the  difeale  is  fometirfietj 
attended  ;  and  if  the  Scrotum  and  its  fubjacent 
parts  be  burft  and  ulcerated,  the  fe verity  of 
the  fymptoms  will  be  aggravated,  with  the  ad¬ 
ditional  inconvenience  of  a  foetid  ichorous  dis¬ 
charge;  and,  Sometimes  too,  this  difcharge  will 
be  Succeeded  by  Sudden  and  confiderable  eva¬ 
cuations  of  blood  from  one  or  more  veflels : 
by  which  means  the  ftrength  of  the  miferably 
affiifted  patient  becomes  greatly  exhaufted,  and 
his  depraved  conftitution  is  in  a  fhort  time  ren¬ 
dered  So  infirm  as  to  threaten  a  Speedy  diflolu^ 
tion,  unleSs  the  whole  of  the  difeafed  parts  be 
removed. 

Previous  to  a  determination  upon  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  caftration ;  it  is,  by  all  experienced  and 
judicious  authors  in  forgery,  recommended  to 
the  operator  to  be  particularly  circumfpedt,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  ftate  of  the  fpermatic  chord;  and 
at  the  fame  time  it  is  advifed,  that,  Ihould  the 
velTels  compofing  the  fpermatic  rope  be  difco- 
vered  to  be  enlarged  and  indurated,  the  opera¬ 
tion  Should  be  obje£ted  to,  unleSs  the  diSeaSe  of 
the  chord  terminates  on  the  outfide  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen,  below  the  perforation  of  the  tendinous 
cxpanfion  qf  the  Mufculqs  Qbliquus  DeScen* 
dent. 

H  t 
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Befides  this  neceflary  and  judicious  precau¬ 
tion,  there  are  others,  I  think,  of  at  leaft  equal 
importance,  that  require  the  deliberate  confi- 
deration  of  the  furgeon,  previous  to  a  proce¬ 
dure  to  caftration :  I  mean  the  ftate  of  the  in¬ 
guinal  glands,  and  the  ftate  of  all  thofe  other 
glandular  parts,  which,  from  their  lituation, 
will  admit  of  examination,  as  well  as  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  internal  Vifcera,  fo  far  as  we  may 
be  fuppofed  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  judge  of 
them,  by  externally  fearching  the  Abdomen ; 
or  by  properly  attending  to  fuch  he&ical  fym- 
ptoms  as  difeafed  Vifcera  of  the  Abdomen 
and  Thorax  are  known  to  be  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  ;  fince  no  Turgical  operation  of  this 
kind  can  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  do  more 
than  to  remove  fuch  general  bodily  complaints 
as  are  derived  from  a  local  caufe  :  for  whatever 
fuccefs  may  with  reafon  be  expected,  in  a  con- 
ftitutional  illnels,  muft  be  fought  for  from  good 
air,  and  from  alteratives  of  the  dietetic  and  me¬ 
dicinal  tribe,  or  from  iffues  ;  and  not  from  the 
knife,  the  cauftic,  or  the  ligature  only. 

But,  fhould  there  be  no  apparent  reafon  for 
objecting  to  the  extirpation  of  the  Tefticle,  the 
operation  may  be  performed  in  the  following 

manner. 
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manner,  and  fometimes  with  a  good  profpedb  of 
fuccefs. 

\  / 

F.  ’ 

Of  the  OPERATION  of 
CASTRATION. 

I 

Place  your  patient  in  a  fupine  pofture  upon 
a  table  of  a  convenient  height,  covered  with  a 
blanket. 

Support  his  fhoulders,  neck,  and  head,  with 
a  pillow,  fo  that  he  may  lie  in  an  eafy  fitua- 
tion :  by  proper  affiftants,  let  his  legs  and 
thighs  be  fecured,  and  feparated  from  each 
other,  with  the  knees  a  little  bent :  at  the  fame 
time  obferve  that  an  affiftant  gently  prefles 
upon  the  upper  and  anterior  part  of  the  Tho¬ 
rax  ;  fo  that  the  patient,  in  this  fituation,  may 
fteadily  be  confined  during  the  operation. 

Thefe  precautions  being  properly  attended 
to,  refolutely  begin  your  incifion  an  inch  at 
lead  above  the  upper  extent  of  the  tumor ; 
making  your  wound,  at  once,  quite  through 
the  integuments  to  the  lower  extent  of  it, 
and  in  a  femi-elliptic  form  :  proceed  then  to 
pnake  a  fecond  wound  in  an  oppofite  direction, 

fo 
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fo  that  this  wound  may  correfpond  both  in  fizg 
and  fhape  with  the  firft. 

With  expedition  go  on  then  to  difleCt  the 
Tefticle,  on  each  fide,  from  the  Scrotum. 

Afterwards  divide  the  fpermatic  chord  near 
the  Abdomen  ;  and  tie  up  the  bleeding  fperma¬ 
tic  artery,  with  a  fmall  needle  and  thread 
paffed  round  the  veffeh  When  you  have  fe- 
cured  the  fpermatic  artery,  fearch  for  the  ar¬ 
tery  of  the  Septum  Scroti,  and  tie  that  like- 
wife,  if  it  appears  of  confeqtience  enough  tb 
require  tying.  The  arteries  of  every  other 
part,  that  are  large  enough  to  bleed  freely, 
muft  be  treated  in  the  fame  maimer.  When 
the  haemorrhage  is  flopped,  drefs  the  wound 
fuperficially  with  dry  lint:  then,  over  the  lint* 
apply  a  foft  pledgit  of  tow,  fpread  with  an 
emollient  ointment.  The  dreffings  may  be  fe- 
cured  with  a  Angle  T  bandage,  or  not,  as 
may  be  thought  convenient. 

Put  your  patient  to  bed  ;  and  adminifter  ail 
opiate :  which  ought  oceafionally  to  be  repeated; 
Pay  a  proper  regard  to  the  fymptomatic  fever* 
when  it  comes  on ;  and,  from  the  time  of  put¬ 
ting  your  patient  to  bed,  let  him  be  kept  per¬ 
fectly  quiet* 
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On  the  third  or  fourth  day  after  the  opera* 
tion,  drefs  the  wound  with  yellow  Bafilicon,  or 
Linimentum  Arcaei,  fpread  upon  pledgits  of 
lint :  before  the  pledgits  are  applied,  dip  them 
in  warm  fallad  or  linfeed  oil.  Let  this  mode 
of  dreffing  be  repeated  till  the  firft  dreffings 
come  off;  and  as  long  afterwards  as  you  find  it 
necefifary  to  the  promotion  of  digeftion. 

If,  at  the  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  or  later, 
your  patient  complains  of  a  languor,  and  the 
wound  fhould  not  produce  good  matter,  but 
on  the  contrary  a  bloody  and  corrofive  fanies 
fucceeds,  foment  the  wound  once  or  twice  a 
day  with  an  antifeptic  fomentation,  mixed 
with  camphorated  Ipirits  of  wine,  or  brandy ; 
and  liberally  fupply  the  patient  with  the  Cor¬ 
tex  Peruvianus  in  fubftance,  or  in  whatever 
fhape  you  may  find  mod  agreeable  to  the  fto- 
mach.  The  Bark-draughts  may  be  advan- 
tageoully  mixed  with  the  Serpentary,  and  thefe 
draughts  may  be  acidulated  with  the  Spiritus 
Vitrioli  Tenuis  ;  for  thefe  additions*  under  fome 
circumftances,  are  found  to  add  much  to  the 
efficacy  of  the  Bark.  Continue  this  courfe  as 
long  as  you  may  find  it  neceflary. 
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In  the  directions  already  laid  down,  for  the 
extirpation  of  theTefticle,  I  have  fuppofed  the 
integuments  to  be  found;  but,  ffiould  they 
piove  otheiwife,  the  whole  difeafed  parts  muft 
infallibly  be  removed,  without  paying  a  parti- 
cular  regard  to  the  ffiape,  fize,  or  extent  of  the 
wound.  Obferve  to  keep  your  patient’s  body 
properly  open,  if  difpofed  to  coftivenefs :  if 
othervvife  difpofed,  pay  a  regard  to  the  diar¬ 
rhoea,  by  keeping  him  upon  a  proper  diet ;  and 
by  the  faither  affiftance  of  fuch  medicines  as 
aie  heft  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of  gradually 
reftraining  fuch  evacuation. 

At  the  times  of  dr  effing  the  wounds,  ufe  no 
violence ;  but  permit  the  draftings  to  continue 
till  they  fpontaneou fly  drop  off,  or  till  they  ad¬ 
mit  of  oemg  very  eafily  removed. 
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